
Religion That Costs Nothing
2Samuel 24:18-25



2Sam. 24:18-24 - “And Gad came that day to David and said to him, 

Go up, erect an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah 

the Jebusite. 19 So David, according to the word of Gad, went up as 

the LORD commanded. 20 Now Araunah looked, and saw the king 

and his servants coming toward him. So Araunah went out and 

bowed before the king with his face to the ground. 21 Then Araunah 

said, Why has my lord the king come to his servant? And David said, 

To buy the threshing floor from you, to build an altar to the LORD, 

that the plague may be withdrawn from the people. 22 Now Araunah 

said to David, Let my lord the king take and offer up whatever seems 

good to him. Look, here are oxen for burnt sacrifice, and threshing 

implements and the yokes of the oxen for wood. 23 All these, O 

king, Araunah has given to the king. And Araunah said to the king, 

May the LORD your God accept you. 24 Then the king said to 

Araunah, No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price; nor will I 

offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God with that which costs me 

nothing. So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty 

shekels of silver. 25 And David built there an altar to the LORD, and 

offered burnt offerings and peace offerings.”



What Are Sacrifices?

• Gifts from dedicated believers

• A worship offering

• A petition for fellowship

• A plea for atonement

• All sacrifices cost the believer something 



New Testament Principles Of Sacrifice

• 1Peter 2:5 - “You also, as living stones, 

are being built up a spiritual house, a holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

• Rom. 12:1 - “I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable to God, which is your 

reasonable service.”



Bible Principles Of Sacrifice 

• God will reject anything less than the best

– Mal. 1:6-8, 11-14



Mal. 1:6-8, 11-14 - “A son honors his father, And a servant his master. 

If then I am the Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, 

Where is My reverence? Says the LORD of hosts To you priests who 

despise My name. Yet you say, 'In what way have we despised Your 

name?' 7 You offer defiled food on My altar. But say, 'In what way have 

we defiled You?' By saying, 'The table of the LORD is contemptible.' 8 

And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when 

you offer the lame and sick, Is it not evil? Offer it then to your governor! 

Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you favorably? Says 

the LORD of hosts… 11 For from the rising of the sun, even to its 

going down, My name shall be great among the Gentiles; In every 

place incense shall be offered to My name, And a pure offering; For My 

name shall be great among the nations, Says the LORD of hosts. 12 

But you profane it, In that you say, 'The table of the LORD is defiled; 

And its fruit, its food, is contemptible.' 13 You also say, 'Oh, what a 

weariness!' And you sneer at it, Says the LORD of hosts. And you 

bring the stolen, the lame, and the sick; Thus you bring an offering! 

Should I accept this from your hand? Says the LORD. 14 But cursed 

be the deceiver Who has in his flock a male, And takes a vow, But 

sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished-For I am a great King, Says 

the LORD of hosts, And My name is to be feared among the nations.”



Bible Principles Of Sacrifice 

• Our motivation must be love for God

– 1Cor. 13:3 - “And though I bestow all my 

goods to feed the poor, and though I give my 

body to be burned, but have not love, it profits 

me nothing.”

– Real love forgets self. Real love doesn't count 

the cost. 



Bible Principles Of Sacrifice

• God always requires His portion first.

– Deut. 26:2 - “That you shall take some of the first of 

all the produce of the ground, which you shall bring 

from your land that the LORD your God is giving you, 

and put it in a basket and go to the place where the 

LORD your God chooses to make His name abide.”

– Ex. 22:29 - “You shall not delay to offer the first of 

your ripe produce”

– Num. 18:12 - “All the best of the oil, all the best of the 

new wine and the grain, their firstfruits which they 

offer to the LORD, I have given them to you.”



Bible Principles Of Sacrifice

• God always requires His portion first.

– Neh. 10:35-36 - “And we made ordinances to 

bring the firstfruits of our ground and the 

firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, to 

the house of the LORD; 36 to bring the firstborn 

of our sons and our cattle, as it is written in the 

Law, and the firstborn of our herds and our 

flocks, to the house of our God, to the priests 

who minister in the house of our God”



Bible Principles Of Sacrifice

• Faithful Christians are living first fruits

– James 1:18 - “Of His own will He brought us 

forth by the word of truth, that we might be a 

kind of firstfruits of His creatures.”

– Rev. 14:4 - “These were redeemed from among 

men, being first fruits to God and to the Lamb.”

• As living first fruits, Christians do not give 

offerings; they offer themselves, just as 

Jesus offered Himself



Bible Principles Of Sacrifice

• How Christians give is a strong indicator of 

how they would offer themselves

– 2Cor. 12:15 - “And I will very gladly spend and 

be spent for your souls”

– Phil. 2:17 - “Yes, and if I am being poured out 

as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service 

of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all”



Bible Principles Of Sacrifice

• How Christians give is a strong indicator of how 
they would offer themselves
– 2Cor. 8:1-5 - “Moreover, brethren, we make known to 

you the grace of God bestowed on the churches of 
Macedonia: 2 that in a great trial of affliction the 
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty 
abounded in the riches of their liberality. 3 For I bear 
witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond 
their ability, they were freely willing, 4 imploring us with 
much urgency that we would receive the gift and the 
fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 5 And not 
only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to 
the Lord, and then to us by the will of God.”



Bible Principles Of Sacrifice
• Real sacrifice, real faith, costs a lot, and one 

must be prepared to give what is required.

– Luke 14:26-27 - “If anyone comes to Me and 

does not hate his father and mother, wife and 

children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own 

life also, he cannot be My disciple. 27 And 

whoever does not bear his cross and come after 

Me cannot be My disciple.”

• The Lord intends for us to think of our 

commitment to Him first, and to give Him the 

best of ourselves as we work to be His.



People Whose Faith Was Expensive

• Daniel - Dan. 6

– Put in lion's den for praying to God

• Shadrach, Meschach, Abednego - Dan. 3

– Thrown into a blazing furnace for refusing to 

bow to idol

• John the Baptist - Matt. 14

– Beheaded for addressing Herod’s sin



People Whose Faith Was Expensive

• Stephen - Acts 7

– Stoned for speaking the truth

• Paul - Phil. 3

– Eventually beheaded for preaching the gospel

• Heroes in Faith’s Hall of Fame - Heb. 11-12

– The cloud of witnesses who have given 

themselves over completely to a real and 

obedient faith



The World Needs Men And Women

• Whose word is their bond,

• Who put character above material goods,

• Who possess a mind and a will,

• Who are occupied with more than just their jobs,

• Who do not hesitate to take risks for what is right,

• Who do not lose their individuality in a crowd,

• Who will be as honest in small things as in great things,

• Who will make no compromise with wrong,

• Whose ambitions are not limited to their own selfish 
desires,

• Who are not afraid to stand for the truth when it is 
unpopular,

• Who say no with emphasis when the rest of the world is 
saying yes,

• Who understand the meaning of sacrifice.



What Does Your Faith Cost You? 

• All over this nation and throughout the world, 

people are watering down religion to make it 

more palatable and convenient

– One man said of a mega church near Chicago:  “They 

make it easy for me to say I'm a Christian.”

• “A religion that gives nothing, costs nothing, and 

suffers nothing, is worth nothing.” (Martin Luther)

– The faith demands something of the believer, 

something more than just talking about it, something 

more than just token effort.



What Sacrifices Do You Offer?

• In your worship? 

– Are you as faithful in attendance as you know 

you should be? 

– Do you participate as much as you ought? 

– Do you give as much as you should? 



Who Contributes To Charities?

• Best contributors

– Blue collar workers

– Families with children

– Senior citizens on 

fixed incomes

• People with the least 

amount of disposable 

income

• Worst contributors

– Professionals

– Childless couples 

between the ages of 

21-40

– Single persons between 

the ages of 18-45

• People with the most 

disposable income

As a percentage of total income (Marvin Olasky, The 

Death of American Compassion):



What Does Your Faith Cost You?

• On vacation? 

– Do you first make certain there is a faithful 
church to worship with?

• In your attire? 

– Does your wardrobe make it hard to distinguish 
you from the immodest and worldly? 

– How about your attire for worship? Does it    
show respect and reverence, or is your primary 
concern “comfort?”



What Does Your Faith Cost You?

• In your entertainment? 

– Do you forego the big blockbuster or the hot, 

new TV series for more moral, clean choices?

– Or, do you take the path of least resistance 

that requires only minimal effort? 

– 1Peter 4:14 - “If you are reproached for the 

name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit 

of glory and of God rests upon you. On their 

part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is 

glorified.”



What Does Your Faith Cost You?

• God desires, deserves, and demands real self-

sacrifice in every aspect of our lives.

– Rom. 6:5-6 - “For if we have been united together in 

the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in 

the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that 

our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of 

sin might be done away with, that we should no 

longer be slaves of sin.”

– Rom. 8:13 - “For if you live according to the flesh you 

will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds 

of the body, you will live.”



What Does Your Faith Cost You?

• God desires, deserves, and demands real 

self-sacrifice in every aspect of our lives.

– Rom. 13:14 - “But put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 

fulfill its lusts.”

– Gal. 2:20 - “I have been crucified with Christ; it 

is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 

gave Himself for me.”



What Does Your Faith Cost You?

• God desires, deserves, and demands real 

self-sacrifice in every aspect of our lives.

– Gal. 5:24 - “And those who are Christ's have 

crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires.”

– 1Peter 2:11 - “Beloved, I beg you as 

sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 

lusts which war against the soul”



“People talk of the sacrifices I have made in spending so 

much of my life in Africa. Can that be called a sacrifice which 

is simply acknowledging a great debt we owe to our God, 

which we can never repay? Is that a sacrifice which brings 

its own reward in healthful activity, the consciousness of 

doing good, peace of mind, and a bright hope of a glorious 

destiny? It is emphatically no sacrifice. Rather it is a 

privilege. Anxiety, sickness, suffering, danger, foregoing the 

common conveniences of this life--these may make us 

pause, and cause the spirit to waver, and the soul to sink; 

but let this only be for a moment. All these are nothing 

compared with the glory which shall later be revealed in and 

through us. I never made a sacrifice. Of this we ought not to 

talk, when we remember the great sacrifice which He made 

who left His Father's throne on high to give Himself for us.” 

(David Livingstone)


