
Words to Die By: Idle Words 
(Compiled by Paul R. Blake) 

 
Introduction: 
 A. The standards of God are different than those of the world - Isa. 55:8-9 
  1. The world thinks little of certain kinds of speech: profanity, freedom of  
      expression leads most to believe that they can say what they want,  
      when they want, and where they want with no consequences.  
   a. While our culture will not hold even the worst offenders   
       accountable, God will. 
   b. Remember: American rights carry no authority in the Judgment;  
       it will be God’s standard that will be the final authority 
  2. Jesus taught one should take all speech seriously - Matt. 12:36-37 
 B. Speech is important; it reveals the heart of humankind - Matt. 12:34-35 
 
I. IDLE WORDS FOR WHICH ONE WILL BE JUDGED 
 A. Obvious examples of unacceptable speech” 
        1. Using the Lord's name in vain - Ex. 20:7 
            a. Without an attitude of sincere reverence 
            b. One can be guilty of this in two ways: 
               1) Using the Lord's name in swearing or cursing 
               2) Using vain repetitions of His name 
            c. Applies also to the name of Jesus, for His name is to be held in  
       honor - Phil. 2:9-11 
        2. Evil words - 1Peter 3:10 
            a. Lying words; words that cause trouble among brethren  
       Prov. 6:16-19 
            b. Deceitful words - Rom. 16:18 
            c. Filthy language - Eph. 5:4 
 B. Less obvious examples of unacceptable speech 
        1. Unrestrained words - James 1:26; Prov. 10:19, 13:3 
        2. Words spoken in haste - Prov. 29:20; James 1:19 
        3. Speaking evil of others 
            a. Of those in authority - Ex. 22:28; Jude 8 
            b. Of others - Matt. 5:22; 1Cor. 6:9-10 
  4. Flattery - Psalm 12:1-4; Rom. 16:18 
        5. Rash oaths - Ecc. 5:2; James 5:12 
        6. Unwholesome words - Eph. 4:29 
            a. What is wrong with euphemisms? 
              b. They mean the same thing as the more offensive words 
              c. The person who uses them intends the more offensive term but  
       is trying to be polite enough not to say it 
              d. They reflect an attitude of heart contrary to the proper spirit of  
       Christian conduct - Eph. 4:31-32 
 
 



II. PRINCIPLES OF ACCEPTABLE SPEECH 
 A. Require guidelines 
        1. Should lead to edification - Eph. 4:29 
            a. Should extend grace to others - Col. 4:6 
              b. Should calm heated conversations - Prov. 15:1 
              c. Should be a delight to hearers - Prov. 15:4, 23; 25:11 
        2. Should be characterized by thankfulness - Eph. 5:3-4 
            a. The hallmark of saints - Col. 1:12, 2:7, 3:15-17, 4:2 
            b. Complaining is unattractive and unproductive for Christians  
    1) Phil. 2:14-15 
 B. Require forethought 
        1. The righteous will give careful thought to his speech - Prov. 15:28 
        2. The righteous knows speech reflects the heart - Matt. 15:17-20 
           3. He looks to God for help and humbly accepts the rebukes of others who 
      correct the excesses of his tongue - Psalm 141:3-5 
 
Conclusion: 
 A. Psalm 19:14 


