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What Is Euthanasia?

• Resolved: Euthanasia is neither compatible 

with the Christian faith nor should be 

permitted in civil legislation. 

• Christians are not free to take any life, his own 

or another’s.

• That does not mean, however, that a Christian 

must allow extraordinary measures to prolong 

life beyond its natural end. 



What Is Euthanasia?

• One solution that has been chosen by some on behalf 
of others is euthanasia: the deliberate killing of a 
person, whether by act or omission, in order to avoid 
unnecessary pain and suffering because their life is 
judged not to be worth living in the view of others.

• The word “euthanasia” derives from classical Greek and 
literally means, “good death.” Euthanasia is “voluntary” 
when conducted at the request, or with the consent, of 
the person to be killed. It is “non-voluntary” when it is 
done without such request or consent, usually because 
the patient is deemed not competent to express their 
wishes, either through immaturity, intellectual 
disability, or they were not asked.



Common Arguments For Euthanasia

• “Euthanasia is compassionate killing.”

• “Euthanasia promotes the greatest good of the 
greatest number.”

• “Suicide is legal; therefore, assisted suicide 
should also be legal.”

• “Active and passive euthanasia are the same 
thing.”

• “Euthanasia is compatible with medical ethics.”

• “Personal autonomy.”

• “May not involve killing.”



Common Arguments Against Euthanasia

• Sanctity of life

• Abuse of vulnerable persons

• Misdiagnoses are possible

• Benefits of suffering

• Playing God

• Slippery slope

• Patient-doctor relationship

• Health care funding

• Health care methods

• Smokescreen for murder



What Does God Say About Euthanasia?

• Does suffering have spiritual value? Can God 

be glorified in how we respond to suffering? 

– Phil. 3:10-11 - “That I may know Him and the 

power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of 

His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, 

by any means, I may attain to the resurrection 

from the dead.”

– 2Cor. 4:7 - “But we have this treasure in earthen 

vessels, that the excellence of the power may be 

of God and not of us.”



What Does God Say About Euthanasia?

• Is it not my body? Do I have a right to choose 

when I die? 

– 1Cor. 3:16-17 - “Do you not know that you are the 

temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in 

you? 17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will 

destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which 

temple you are.”

– 1Cor. 6:19-20 - “Or do you not know that your body is 

the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you 

have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you 

were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your 

body and in your spirit, which are God’s.”



What Does God Say About Euthanasia?

• Is it acceptable for a Christian, who is terminally 

ill, to refuse available technology to let nature 

take its course and bring about a natural death? 

– Ecc. 3:1-2 - “To everything there is a season, A time 

for every purpose under heaven: 2 A time to be born, 

And a time to die…”

– Psalm 116:15 - “Precious in the sight of the LORD Is 

the death of His saints.”

– Psalm 139:16 - “Your eyes saw my substance, being 

yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, 

The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were 

none of them.”



What Does God Say About Euthanasia?

• God is in control of death 
– Job 14:5 - “Since his days are determined, The number 

of his months is with You; You have appointed his 
limits, so that he cannot pass.”

– Rev. 1:18 - “I am He who lives, and was dead, and 
behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the 
keys of Hades and of Death”

– James 4:13-15 - “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or 
tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a 
year there, buy and sell, and make a profit’; 14 
whereas you do not know what will happen 
tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that 
appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 
Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall 
live and do this or that.’”



What Does God Say About Euthanasia?

• This life is temporary 

– 2Peter 1:13-14 - “Yes, I think it is right, as long as I 

am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you, 14 

knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as 

our Lord Jesus Christ showed me.”



What Does God Say About Euthanasia?

• God does not abandon us when we suffer 

near the end of life

– Deut. 31:6 - “Be strong and of good courage, do 

not fear nor be afraid of them; for the LORD your 

God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not 

leave you nor forsake you.”

– Psalm 18:6 - “In my distress I called upon the 

LORD, And cried out to my God; He heard my 

voice from His temple, And my cry came before 

Him, even to His ears.”



What Does God Say About Euthanasia?

• 2Cor. 1:3-4 - “Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 
God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those 
who are in any trouble, with the comfort with 
which we ourselves are comforted by God.”

• John 14:27 - “Peace I leave with you, My peace I 
give to you; not as the world gives do I give to 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid.”

• Rom. 8:32 - “He who did not spare His own Son, 
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not 
with Him also freely give us all things?”



What Does God Say About Euthanasia?

• The instructions to bear with hardship imply 

God’s confidence in our strength to carry on 

and through

– Rom. 12:12 - “Rejoicing in hope, patient in 

tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer”

– Phil. 4:13 - “I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me.”

– Isa. 41:10 - “Fear not, for I am with you; Be not 

dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, 

Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My 

righteous right hand.”



What Does God Say About Euthanasia?

• The season of pain will pass without our help 

– Psalm 30:5 - “For His anger is but for a moment, 

His favor is for life; Weeping may endure for a 

night, But joy comes in the morning.”

– Rev. 21:4 - “And God will wipe away every tear 

from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor 

sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, 

for the former things have passed away.”



What Does God Say About Euthanasia?

• Government has a moral obligation to 

protect vulnerable citizens in its care

– Prov. 8:15 - “By me kings reign, And rulers 

decree justice.”

– Rom. 13:4 - “For he is God's minister to you for 

good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does 

not bear the sword in vain; for he is God's 

minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him 

who practices evil.”



Moral Principles Vs. Euthanasia
• All persons are made in the image of God and therefore 

possess intrinsic worth

• Intentional killing can never be a compassionate response 
to suffering

• The state has a moral obligation to protect its citizens, 
particularly the weak and vulnerable, from abuse

• Legalization of euthanasia would place an unacceptable 
burden on health-care professionals

• Best medical practice may require the withdrawal or 
withholding of certain treatments because they are 
considered futile or unduly burdensome to the patient

• The preferred compassionate response to suffering is to 
provide the best possible palliative care and medical 
services. (May 16, 1995 statement by the NSW Council of 
Churches)



Moral Principles Vs. Euthanasia

• We may risk our lives for the sake of saving 

others 

– Acts 20:24 - “But none of these things move me; 

nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may 

finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I 

received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the 

gospel of the grace of God.”

– Phil. 2:30 - “For the work of Christ he came close 

to death, not regarding his life, to supply what was 

lacking in your service toward me.”



Moral Principles Vs. Euthanasia

• And in suffering, we may seek to lessen the pain 
for others and for ourselves
– 1Tim. 5:23 - “No longer drink only water, but use a 

little wine for your stomach's sake and your frequent 
infirmities.”

– Luke 10:33-34, 37 - “‘But a certain Samaritan, as he 
journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw 
him, he had compassion. 34 So he went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and 
he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, 
and took care of him... 36 So which of these three do 
you think was neighbor to him who fell among the 
thieves?’ 37 And he said, ‘He who showed mercy on 
him.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’”



Moral Principles Vs. Euthanasia

• God has put this privilege in our hands. It is 

part of the limited lifting of the curse of the 

fall. But the right to end our lives or the lives 

of others, He has not put in our hands.



Moral Principles Vs. Euthanasia

• Our final sufferings are not meaningless.

• The fact that suffering almost inevitably 

increases with the approach of death is often 

a terrifying prospect. Even those who are 

fearless of death tremble at the process of 

dying. But this tragic fact, which the suffering 

apostle knew better than any of us, did not 

change the truth: Giving and taking life 

belongs to God, not to us.



Moral Principles Vs. Euthanasia

• 2Cor. 4:16-18 - “Therefore we do not lose 
heart. Even though our outward man is 
perishing, yet the inward man is being 
renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, is working for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory, 18 while we do not look at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen. For the things which are seen are 
temporary, but the things which are not seen 
are eternal.”



Moral Principles Vs. Euthanasia

• Before dismissing the phrase “light momentary,” 
realize that Paul was referring to his entire 
lifetime of suffering, details of which are difficult 
to read (2Cor. 11:23-28). 

• “Light” contrasts with weight of glory. 
“Momentary” contrasts with eternal. Paul knew 
what it was to be “so utterly burdened beyond 
our strength that we despaired of life itself” 
(2Cor. 1:8). Such suffering was not light. It was 
not momentary; except when it is compared to 
the length and the glory of heaven.



What Does the Bible Teach About Euthanasia?

• “Neither our own lives, nor the lives of others, 

are ours to take.” (David P. Gushee, “Killing with 

kindness”, Christianity Today, 7 Dec 2004, p. 62)


