
Set for the Defense of 

the Word of God

Evidences for the Authenticity and 

Accuracy of the Bible, Lesson One, 

Thursday Indepth Bible Class of the 

Trilacoochee church of Christ      

March 25, 2021



Answering For Our Faith in the Word

All Christians are commanded to be ready 

with a defense for the reason of their hope 

in Christ.

 To  strengthen our faith in the word

 To prepare to answer for our faith 



Answering For Our Faith in the Word

The Christian faith is an intelligent and rational 

faith. God expects us to use our minds.

 Matt. 22:36-40

 John 8:32 - “And you shall know the truth, and the 

truth shall make you free”

 "My heart cannot rejoice in what my mind rejects!“

 "We cannot pander to a man's intellectual 

arrogance, but we must cater to his intellectual 

integrity." (Paul Little)

Can we offer 100% proof? No that’s what faith 

is for.



Answering For Our Faith in the Word

Why do some remain unconvinced? 

 It is possible that we may have mishandled 

the defense of the truth.

 We often offer as evidence things that do not 

constitute proof.

 We may even use forms of false reasoning.

If it is your goal to answer those who ask 

regarding the faith in you, then be 

prepared to give a convincing answer.



Answering For Our Faith in the Word

Too often, we offer up as evidence things 

that do not constitute proof.

We are trying to convince our questioner

 1Peter 3:15 - “But sanctify the Lord God in your 

hearts, and always be ready to give a defense 

to everyone who asks you a reason for the 

hope that is in you, with meekness and fear”



Answering For Our Faith in the Word

"I feel" is not valid proof. 

 Feelings are subjective

 Feelings are malleable

 Feelings are ephemeral

Other forms of invalid reasoning:

 Burden of proof fallacy 

 Reasoning from consequences

 “I believe…”



Answering For Our Faith in the Word

We will consider a variety of proofs.

 Internal - in the text

 External - historical, archaeological, logical



Answering For Our Faith in the Word

Outline of this series:

 Evidence for the early writing of the New 

Testament 

 Archaeological support for the New Testament

 Manuscript attestation for the New Testament

 What if the writers lied?

 Providence in preservation and translation

 The canon of scripture

 An examination of the versions of scripture



Evidence For The Early Writing Of 

The New Testament 

If some event is recorded long after it 

occurred...

 It is not likely to have been written by 

eyewitnesses.

 It is not likely to have been written when other 

eyewitnesses were around to confirm or 

dispute its accuracy.

 Its credibility would be weakened.



Evidence For The Early Writing Of 

The New Testament

Liberal scholars assert that the New 

Testament was not written until 130 AD.

 Therefore, they imply that Bible writers lied 

when they claimed to have been present at 

the events described.

 Acts 16:11-12

 2Peter 1:16-18



Evidence For The Early Writing Of 

The New Testament

Internal Evidence

 The book of Acts ends abruptly with Paul in 

prison, awaiting trial - Acts 28:30-31.

 There is no mention of the destruction of 

Jerusalem in 70 AD. Matthew, Mark and Luke 

record Jesus' prophecy that the temple and 

city would be destroyed within that generation  

 Mark 13:1-4, 14, 30; Luke 21:5-9, 20-24, 32



Evidence For The Early Writing Of 

The New Testament
External Evidences (It is not possible to quote a 

book that has yet to be written)

 Chester Beatty Biblical Papyri (dated 200-250 A.D.) 

Contains the Gospels, Acts, Paul's Epistles, and 

Revelation 

 Payprus Bodmer II (dated 200 A.D.) Contains 

fourteen chapters of John, and portions of the last 

seven chapters

 Early Christian Papyri (dated 150 A.D.) Written by 

someone who had the four gospels before him and 

knew them well

 John Rylands Mss. (dated 130 A.D.) Contains 

portions of the Gospel according to John.



Evidence For The Early Writing Of 

The New Testament

External Evidences (It is not possible to quote a book 
that has yet to be written)
 Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians (dated 120 A.D.) 

Quotes from the Synoptic Gospels, Acts, Romans, 1 & 
2Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 2Thessa-
lonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Hebrews, 1Peter, and 1John. 

 Letters of Ignatius (dated 115 A.D.) He quotes from 
Matthew, John, Romans, 1 & 2Corinthians, Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, 1 & 2Timothy and Titus. 

 Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians (dated 95 A.D.) He 
quotes from the Synoptic Gospels, Acts, Romans, 
1Corinthians, Ephesians, Titus, Hebrews, and 1Peter.



Evidence For The Early Writing Of 

The New Testament
Nelson Glueck, former president of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in the Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati: “In my 
opinion, every book of the New Testament was written 
between the forties and eighties of the First Century A.D.”

“We can already say emphatically that there is no longer any 
solid basis for dating any book of the New Testament after 80 
A.D.” (W. F. Albright, Biblical archaeologist)

It was written in the same generation in which the events took 
place. 

It was circulated among the very people about whom these 
documents spoke while they were still alive to deny them.

The first generation preserved the New Testament for 
posterity showing their regard for the genuineness of its 
contents.
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Historical Support for the Bible

Luke 2:1-3 - A census while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria
 The Romans had a regular enrollment of taxpayers 

every 14 years begun by Augustus Caesar. 

 An inscription found in Antioch tells of Quirinius being 
governor of Syria around 7 B.C. 

 A papyrus found in Egypt on conducting of a census: 
“Because of the approaching census it is necessary 
that all those residing for any cause away from their 
home should at once prepare to return to their own 
governments in order that they may complete the 
family registration of the enrollment.”



Historical Support for the Bible

Luke 3:1 - Lysanias the tetrarch

 An inscription was found near Damascus speaks of 

“Freedman of Lysanias the tetrarch” and is dated 

between 14 and 29 A.D.

John 19:13 - The court called the “pavement” or 

Gabbatha

 This was the court of the Tower of Antonia destroyed 

in 66-70 A.D. during the siege of Jerusalem. It was 

left buried when the city was rebuilt in the time of 

Hadrian, and was not discovered until recently.



Historical Support for the Bible

Acts 14:6 - Iconium is a city in Phyrigia

 In 1910, Sir William Ramsay found a 

monument showing Iconium was a Phrygian 

city, confirmed by later discoveries.

Acts 17:6 - Rulers of the city, “politarchs”

 Some 19 inscriptions have been found that 

make use of this title, and five of these refer to 

Thessalonica.



Historical Support for the Bible

Implications:
 Skeptics conclude that simply because the Bible speaks 

of something they have yet to discover, it must be 
inaccurate. This speaks more to the arrogance of the 
archaeologist and the inadequacies of his science than it 
does of the Bible.

 "It may be stated categorically that no archaeological 
discovery has ever controverted a Biblical reference" --
Nelson Glueck.

 "Luke is a historian of the first rank; not merely are his 
statements of fact trustworthy, he is possessed of the 
true historic sense...in short, this author should be placed 
along with the greatest of historians" -- Sir William 
Ramsay.



Textual Evidence for the Bible

What assurance exists that the Bible 

presently in use was penned by its original 

authors? 

 Have there been changes or errors introduced 

into the text in the process of copying over the 

centuries?

 Was there collusion or planned deceit on the 

part of the early copyists?



Textual Evidence for the Bible

Questions raised in this test

 How many copies of the document in question 

are available?

 Where were the copies found?

 How much time passed between the writing of 

the original and the earliest copies? 

 What variations exist between the copies?



Textual Evidence for the Bible

How many copies of the New Testament 

manuscripts are available? 

 Over 4,000 Greek manuscripts; 13,000 copies of 

portions of the New Testament in Greek

 Compare this with other ancient historical writings: 

Caesar's Gallic Wars - 10 Greek manuscripts

Annals of Tacitus - 2 

Livy - 20

Plato - 7

Sophocles - 100 



Textual Evidence for the Bible

Where were these copies found? 

 Various places: Egypt, Palestine, Syria, 

Turkey, Greece, Italy

 Such varied locations would make collusion 

very difficult.



Textual Evidence for the Bible

How much time passed between writing the original 
and the earliest copies?
 Papyri fragments have been dated to within 50-100 years 

 New Testament Greek manuscripts were copied within 
300-400 years

Compare this with manuscripts of classical histories:
 Histories of Thucydides - earliest copy is 1300 years 

removed from the original 

 Histories of Herodotus - 1350 

 Caesar's Gallic War - 950 years 

 Roman History of Livy - 350 years 

 Histories of Tacitus - 750 years 

 Annals of Tacitus - 950 years



Textual Evidence for the Bible

What variations exist between the copies of the 
New Testament? 
 Some variations exist between the many thousands 

of manuscripts available. But the vast majority are 
very minor (spelling, differences in phraseology, etc.; 
modern translations often note the differences in 
footnotes) 

 Only 1/2 of 1% is in question (compared to 5 percent 
for the Illiad) 

 Even then, it can be stated: “No fundamental doctrine 
of the Christian faith rests on a disputed reading. It 
cannot be too strongly asserted that in substance the 
text of the Bible is certain: especially is this the case 
with the New Testament” -- Sir Frederick Kenyon.



Textual Evidence for the Bible

Why then would anyone question the New 
Testament record concerning Jesus? It is 
because of references made to miracles and the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

“The evidence for our New Testament writings is 
ever so much greater than the evidence for many 
writings of classical authors, the authenticity of 
which no one dreams of questioning. And if the 
New Testament were a collection of secular 
writings, their authenticity would generally be as 
beyond all doubt.” (F. F. Bruce)



Textual Evidence for the Bible

"After trying to shatter the historicity and validity 
of the Scriptures, I came to the conclusion that 
they are historically trustworthy. If one discards 
the Bible as being unreliable, then he must 
discard almost all literature of antiquity. One 
problem I constantly face is the desire on the 
part of many to apply one standard or test to 
secular literature and another to the Bible. One 
needs to apply the same test, whether the 
literature under investigation is secular or 
religious. Having done this, I believe one can 
hold the Scriptures in his hand and say, 'The 
Bible is trustworthy, and historically reliable.'" 
(Josh McDowell)



Did The New Testament Authors 

Tell The Truth? 

The New Testament is actually the work of first 

century writers.

The New Testament is historically accurate.

The New Testament has not changed 

significantly in 1940 years.

Only two alternatives remain:

 The writers either told the truth about Jesus Christ, 

His teaching and miracles, and His resurrection.

 Or the eight New Testament writers collaborated to 

generate the most carefully constructed, 

blasphemous hoax since the world began.



Did The New Testament Authors 

Tell The Truth?

The writers of the New Testament leave 

no other alternatives. 

 Either Jesus rose from the dead, or Paul and 

other eyewitnesses are false witnesses -

1Cor. 15:14-15.

 Either the events occurred as described by 

the eyewitnesses, or they are cunningly 

devised fables - 2Peter 1:16-18. 



Did The New Testament Authors 

Tell The Truth?

They could not have been deceived.

 They claimed they ate and drank with Him 

after the resurrection - Acts 10:39-41.

 They claimed to have seen and touched Him -

1John 1:1-4.

 They claimed multitudes saw the resurrected 

Christ at a time when those multitudes were 

alive and could have refuted their testimony -

1Cor. 15:4-8.



If The New Testament Is Not True:

If the record of miracles and resurrection 

are false, then the writers very carefully 

intertwined fact and fiction - Luke 2:1-5.

The authors suffered extreme hardship for 

what they knew was a lie.

 1Cor. 4:9-13

 2Cor. 11:24-29



If The New Testament Is Not True:

The authors who were martyred knew they 
were dying for a lie.

 James was stoned to death

 Paul was beheaded

 Peter was crucified head downward

In suffering and dying for a lie, they went 
against everything Jesus and they 
themselves taught.

 Matt. 5:37; Eph. 4:25; 1Peter 2:1 



If The New Testament Is Not True:

The book with the world's highest standard 

and loftiest goals was composed by frauds 

and deceivers. What unprecedented 

cynical hypocrisy of a book that presents 

the highest standard of love and morality 

packaged in a deliberate hoax constructed 

as an elaborate myth ...IF the New 

Testament writers lied.

2Tim. 3:16-17; James 1:22-25



If The New Testament Is Not True:
This is what you MUST believe if you do not 

believe the New Testament when it speaks of 

the miracles and resurrection of Jesus Christ:

 It is a carefully orchestrated lie

 The authors suffered extreme hardship for what they 

KNEW was a lie

 Those authors who were martyred KNEW they were 

dying for a lie

 In suffering and dying for a lie, they went against 

everything Jesus and they taught

 And somehow, these liars, frauds, and deceivers 

came up with a book containing the world's highest 

standard of morality and loftiest goals
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Continuity

The role of Providence in preservation and 

translation

A book that was written over a long period 

of time:

 1600 years

 55 generations



Continuity

A book that was written:

 By approximately 40 authors from every walk of life

Moses, political leader trained in the universities of Egypt

Peter, fisherman

Amos, herdsman

Joshua, military general

Nehemiah, cup bearer to the king of Persia

Daniel, prime minister in the courts of Babylon

Luke, physician

Solomon, philosopher king

Matthew, tax collector

Paul, rabbinically trained lawyer, assassin, and tentmaker



Continuity

A book that was written:

 In different places
Moses in the wilderness

Jeremiah in a dungeon

Daniel on a hillside, and in a palace

Paul inside prison walls

Luke while traveling

John in exile on the isle of Patmos

Others in the rigors of a military campaign

 At different times
David in time of war

Solomon in time of peace 



Continuity

A book that was written:

 In differing moods
Some writing from the heights of joy (Song of 
Solomon)

Others from the depths of sorrow and despair 
(Jeremiah)

 On three continents: Asia, Africa, Europe

 In three languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek

 With subject matter involving hundreds of 
controversial topics, such as:

The origin of man and the universe

The nature of God

The nature of man, sin, and man's redemption



Continuity

Yet there is perfect harmony and continuity

 “The Paradise Lost of the book of Genesis 
becomes the Paradise Regained of Revelation.” 
(W.W. Otey)

 “Whereas the gate to the Tree of Life is closed in 
Genesis, it is opened forevermore in Revelation.” 
(Geisler and Nix)

 Moses wrote Genesis in 1,445 BC, and John wrote 
Revelation in 66 AD, as span of 1,511 years.

Contrast the continuity of the Bible with the 
writings of men



Continuity

If a book can be written using 40 different 
authors writing over 1600 years and writing in 
perfect harmony with one another, then such a 
book can be preserved for 2000 years and be 
translated into language understandable by 
contemporary men. 

In other words, the writing of this book is a 
greater miracle than the preservation of it. The 
writing of the Bible is a matter of Divine 
inspiration, a miracle; the preservation and 
translation of the Bible is a matter of Divine 
providence, an expression of God's order. 



Translation

The Bible is one of the first major books 
ever translated.

 Septuagint version of the O.T. was translated 
into Greek in 250 B.C.

 “Between 1950-1960, 3000 Bible translators 
were at work. By the end of 1993, the whole 
Bible had been translated into 337 major 
languages; 2,062 languages and dialects have 
translations of at least one book of the Bible”
(Guinness Book of World Records, 1998).



Circulation
As of 1804 - 409 million copies

As of 1932 - one and a third billion copies 

(1,333,000,000)

“The world's best-selling and most widely 

distributed book is the Bible, with an 

estimated 2.5 billion copies sold, 1815-1975”

(Guinness Book of World Records, 1998).

No other book has ever achieved this 

universal circulation. God has seen to it that 

the Word has been preached to all the world.



Circulation
God has seen to it that His Word has been preached 

to the entire world.

 Acts 8:26-29 - Phillip and the Ethiopian eunuch (The Gospel 

goes to Ethiopia)

 Acts 10:9-16, 28-29, 33-35 - Peter teaches Cornelius (The 

Gospel goes to Gentiles)

 Acts 16:9-10 - Paul goes to Philippi to preach (The Gospel 

goes to Europe)

 Acts 28:29-31 - Paul goes to Rome (The Gospel goes to 

Rome)

 Rom. 15:19-21 - Paul preaches all over the Middle East (The 

Gospel fills Asia Minor)

 Col. 1:23 - The Gospel has been preached throughout the 

whole world in 21 years



Circulation

In spite of current efforts to suppress public 

mention of the word of God, and in spite of 

contemporary wisdom that insists the Bible 

is but an outdated book of  cultural myths, it 

remains the best seller of all books ever 

written for all of time.

A book enjoying such universal distribution 

for so long a period of time will undergo no 

perceptible change over time and in 

translation. 



Endurance

Attempts to destroy the Bible

 In 303 A.D., the Roman emperor Diocletian issued an 

edict to stop Christians from worshipping, and to destroy 

their scriptures. Only 25 years later the Roman emperor 

Constantine called for 50 copies of the Bible to be 

prepared at the expense of the government.

 Voltaire, French atheist who died in 1778, predicted that 

Christianity would be swept from existence and pass into 

history within 100 years of his time. 50 years after his 

death, the Geneva Bible Society used his own printing 

press and house to print and distribute Bibles.

 1Peter 1:25 - “…The word of the LORD endures forever”



Endurance

Attempts to make the Bible irrelevant through criticism
 “Infidels for 1800 years have been refuting and overthrowing 

this book, and yet it stands today as solid as a rock. Its 
circulation increases, and it is more loved and cherished and 
read today than ever before. Infidels, with all their assaults 
make about as much impression on this book as a man with 
a tack hammer on the pyramids of Egypt” (H. L. Hastings).

 “No other book has been so chopped, knifed, sifted, 
scrutinized, and vilified. What book on philosophy or religion 
or psychology has been subject to such a mass attack as 
the Bible? With such venom and skepticism? With such 
thoroughness and erudition? Upon every chapter, line and 
tenet? And yet, the Bible is still loved by millions, read by 
millions, and studied by millions” (Bernard Ramm).



Influence

Upon the literature of the world

 “If every Bible in any considerable city were 

destroyed, the book could be restored in all its 

essential parts from the quotations on the 

shelves of the city public library” (The 

Greatest English Classic).



Influence

Upon the world itself

 Our judicial system is based upon many of the 

principles found in the Bible.

 Our standards of morality owe much to the Judeo-

Christian ethic

 Even within the ancient characters of the Chinese 

language, are references to the Genesis story of 

Adam and Eve, the garden, and the Flood.

 The history of the world for the past 2000 years has 

been shaped for the most part by the use and/or 

misuse of the Judeo-Christian scriptures. 



The Bible

No other ancient book has one tenth of proofs of 
authenticity as the Bible.

No other book has one tenth of the circulation of 
the Bible.

No other book has had one tenth of the 
influence as the Bible.

The Bible is fully unique among all books.

The providential hand of God is visible 
throughout the process of writing, distributing, 
preserving and translating the Bible from the first 
century to the present.



How the Bible Came to Us

The New Testament was written in the first 
century, by the men who claimed to have written 
it. Their depiction of the events that can be 
verified historically is perfect. Their writings have 
not changed significantly over the years. It 
requires intellectual dishonesty to dismiss their 
work as mythology.

Two questions remain:
 Can we know that the books of the Bible we have 

now are the ones God wants us to have?

 Can we trust the American translation of the original 
texts?
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How the Bible Came to Us

The New Testament was written in the first 
century, by the men who claimed to have written 
it. Their depiction of the events that can be 
verified historically is perfect. Their writings have 
not changed significantly over the years. It 
requires intellectual dishonesty to dismiss their 
work as mythology.

Two questions remain:
 Can we know that the books of the Bible we have 

now are the ones God wants us to have?

 Can we trust the American translation of the original 
texts?



The Canon of the Bible
Canon (English) from Kanon (Greek) from qaneh
(Hebrew) meaning a reed or a cane used as a 
measuring rod.

In order for a book to meet the measure of the canon 
of scripture:

 It must be proven that it is inspired.

2Tim. 3:16;  Rom. 15:4;  2Peter 1:19-21

 It had to have been written during the age of 
inspiration.

Prophesied periods without inspiration -
1Sam. 3:1; Amos 8:11-12;  Lam. 2:9;  Micah 3:6

Prophesied end of inspiration - Zech. 13:3;   
1Cor. 13:8-13



The Canon of the Bible

In order for a book to meet the measure of the 

canon of scripture:

 It must not contradict any other book of scripture.

Deut. 13:1-5, 18:20-22;  Gal. 1:6-9;  1John 4:1-3

 It must be approved by inspired persons.

Luke 24:44;  1Cor. 14:37

Quoted by Jesus and apostles and called “holy 

scriptures”



What About Apocryphal Books?
15 books of the apocrypha (9 approved by Catholicism) 
were written between 200 BC and 400 AD.

 1 & 2 Esdras

 Tobit

 Judith

 Additions to the Book of Esther

 Wisdom of Solomon

 Ecclesiasticus (Wisdom of Jesus son of Sirach)

 Baruch

 The Letter of Jeremiah

 Prayer of Azariah & the Song of 3 Young Men

 Susanna

 Bel and the Dragon

 Prayer of Manasseh

 1 & 2 Book of Maccabees



What About Apocryphal Books?
They do not pass the test of Holy Writ.
 Never included in the Hebrew nor Septuagint 

scriptures

 Never recognized by Jesus or any apostle

 Never accepted by the Jews, and not accepted by 
Christians until April 8, 1546 in the 4th Council of 
Trent of the Roman Catholic Church 

 Do not exhibit the intrinsic quality of inspired text

 Contain historical errors

 Contain myths and legends for teaching purposes

 Contradict canonical scripture

 The apocrypha (secret or concealed) books have 
been shrouded with uncertainty since their writing.

 Rejected by all early scholars (Josephus, Tertullian, 
Jerome, Origen, Philo, Clement, et al)



What About Patristic Writings?

The authors did not acknowledge their 

own writings as inspired.

Nor does anyone who has read them.

They are obviously dissimilar to canonical 

scripture.



How Do We Know The Books We 

Have Are Authorized? 

They were circulated and read as authoritative from 
the time they were written.
 2Peter 3:15 - Paul got his information as a gift

 2Peter 3:16 - Peter and others read his epistles. "Rest of 
the scriptures" implies a recognized body of authorized 
writing

 1Cor. 14:37 - Paul’s letter to Corinth was authoritative

 Luke 1:1-4 - Luke, who had perfect knowledge, was writing 
so that others could have the same, and he acknowledges 
that others were doing the same

 Paul quotes Matt. 10:10 and Luke 10:7 in 1Tim. 5:18, and 
calls it scripture.

 Col. 4:16 - Paul ordered them to read his epistle in other 
churches 



How Do We Know The Books We 

Have Are Authorized?

They were circulated and read after the first 
century.

 Copies of NT books in a compilation were found 
as early as the second century AD;  copies of the 
OT books in a compilation were found as early as 
250 BC in the Septuagint.

 Tatian, pupil of Justin Martyr, made a harmony of 
the four gospel accounts, Revelation, Acts, 6 
epistles of Paul, Hebrews and 1John in 165 AD.

 In 397, the council of Carthage finally 
acknowledged that these 27 books and no other 
should be read as holy scripture in assemblies.



The Work of the Translators

500 BC: Completion of all original Hebrew manuscripts 
which make up the 39 books of the Old Testament

200 BC: Completion of the Septuagint Greek Manuscripts 
which contain the 39 Old Testament Books 

1st Century AD: Completion of all original Greek 
Manuscripts which make up the 27 Books of the New 
Testament

390 AD: Jerome's Latin Vulgate Manuscripts produced 

500 AD: Scriptures have been translated into over 500 
languages

600 AD: Latin was the only language permitted by Catholic 
Church for scripture translation

995 AD: Anglo-Saxon (early roots of English language) 
translations of the New Testament produced



The Work of the Translators
1384 AD: Wycliffe is the first person to produce a (hand-written) 
manuscript copy of the complete Bible.

1455 AD: Gutenberg invents the printing press; books may now 
be mass-produced instead of individually hand-written. First 
book ever printed on moveable-type press is Gutenberg's Bible

1516 AD: Erasmus produces a Greek/Latin Parallel New 
Testament.

1522 AD: Martin Luther's German New Testament.

1525 AD: William Tyndale's New Testament; the first New 
Testament to be printed in the English language.

1535 AD: Myles Coverdale's Bible; the first complete Bible to 
be printed in the English language.

1537 AD: Matthews Bible; the second complete Bible to be 
printed in English. Done by John Thomas “Matthew” Rogers.

1539 AD: The “Great Bible” Printed; the first English language 
Bible to be authorized for public use.



The Work of the Translators

1560 AD: The Geneva Bible printed; the first English 
language Bible to add numbered verses to each chapter

1568 AD: The Bishops Bible

1609 AD: The Douay Old Testament is added to the 
Rheimes New Testament (of 1582) making the first 
complete English Catholic Bible; translated from the Latin 
Vulgate (80 Books).

1611 AD: The King James Bible

1782 AD: Robert Aitken's Bible; the first English language 
Bible (a King James Version) to be printed in America.

1808 AD: Jane Aitken's Bible (Daughter of Robert Aitken); 
the first Bible to be printed by a woman

1833 AD: Noah Webster's Bible; after producing his 
famous dictionary, Webster printed his own revision of the 
King James Bible.



The Work of the Translators

1885 AD: The "Revised Standard Version" Bible; the first 
major English translation of the Bible since KJV

1901 AD: The "American Standard Version"; the first 
major American translation of the Bible since KJV

1971 AD: The "New American Standard Bible" (NASB) is 
published as a “modern and accurate word for word 
English translation" of the Bible

1973 AD: The "New International Version" (NIV) is 
published as a “modern and accurate phrase for phrase 
English translation" of the Bible

1982 AD: The "New King James Version" (NKJV) is 
published as a “modern English Version maintaining the 
original style of the King James Version"



“What About My Bible?”

“I want to read the scriptures the good old 

way in which Peter, Paul, James and John 

wrote it.”

Pater Pater Pater Pater hmwnhmwnhmwnhmwn o o o o enenenen toistoistoistois ouranoisouranoisouranoisouranois
agiasqhtwagiasqhtwagiasqhtwagiasqhtw to to to to onomaonomaonomaonoma sousousousou



“What About My Bible?”

“No, I mean the good old English in which 

it was translated.”

Uren Fader dhic art in hoefnas

Sic gehalyed dhin noma



“What About My Bible?”

“No, No, No... I mean the good old King 

James Bible.”

Our Fadir that art in heuenes

Halewid be thi name



“What About My Bible?”

Is this what you mean?

Our Father who art in heaven                

Hallowed be thy name

What you hold as the KJV has been revised 

dozens of times over the centuries.

 Has texts not in original manuscripts - Luke 17:36;  

John 5:4; 1John 5:7

 Transliterated baptizo instead of translating it immerse

 Translated Passover as Easter in Acts 12:4



Three Methods Of Translation: 

Formal Equivalence - word for word, 

revising sentence structure for readability; 

conservative, preserves original structure

 Large number of scholars

 Large number of reliable manuscripts

 Large number of reviews and revisions

 Agenda is purity of scholarship



Three Methods Of Translation:

Dynamic Equivalence - Phrase for phrase 
or thought for thought, revising wording to 
meet contemporary thought processes; 
subjective

 Limited number of scholars

 Manuscripts seldom used; previous translations 
relied on as sources

 Limited review due to publication pressure

 Agenda: well intentioned manipulation of values 
and beliefs



Three Methods Of Translation:

Paraphrase - Principle for principle or 

thought for thought, highly subjective 

paraphrasing to meet popular religio-

political agendas

 Usually only one or just a few scholars

 Variant manuscripts used to support agenda

 Little or no review 

 Agenda: religious change



Three Methods Of Translation:

The King James Version is an example 

of Formal Equivalence

 Many scholars, many manuscripts, many 

years of review, purity of the text was the 

only agenda

 ASV, NKJV, ESV, and NASB are also 

formal equivalence



“Which One Can I Trust As The 

Most Accurate?” 

American Standard Version is the hands down 
the most accurate.
 Sentence structure is not as smooth and majestic 

as the KJV

New King James Version is a close second
 Eliminated the remaining mistakes in the KJV. It 

is accurate and readable in contemporary 
American.

King James Version is a close third
 Most popular of formal equivalence translations 

because it has that dignified, majestic, old time 
religion flavor.



“Which One Can I Trust As The 

Most Accurate?” 
The English Standard Version (2001) is fourth
 The ESV is a translation with emphasis on “word-

for-word” correspondence, at the same time 
taking into account differences current literary 
English and the original languages.

 Highly accurate in the Old Testament; however 
the ESV lightly blurs some of the polar language 
in the New Testament, and has a strongly 
Calvinist translation of Rev. 13:8, and other texts 
that can be seen as mildly Calvinistic.

The New American Standard is a distant fifth 
 While accurate, it has some dynamic equivalence 

(phrase for phrase) translation



All Others Cannot Be Relied On To 

Faithfully Reproduce The Scriptures

The Revised Standard Version was translated 
by only nine men, eight of whom publicly 
declared their liberal biases on the scriptures.

The New International Version is a dynamic 
equivalence translation.
 Premillennialist and Calvinist

 Untrustworthy and denominational

Remember that all headings, footnotes, cross 
references, chapter and verse divisions, helps, 
and comments are uninspired additions 



Three Immutable Laws 

of Hermeneutics

The Bible’s own rules of 

interpretation and 

understanding



Every Scripture Has a Context

What is the meaning of the context?  

How much does it include?

"It shall greatly help you to understand scripture, 
if you mark not only what is spoken or written, 
but of whom, and to whom, with what words at 
what time, where, to what intent, with what 
circumstances, considering what goeth before 
and what followeth" (John Wycliffe).



Every Word Has a Purpose

In all three Bible periods of history, there 
have been warnings against changing a 
single word of scripture.
 Patriarchal - The serpent added the word “not” 

to God’s first prohibition and led Eve into sin -
Gen. 3:4

 Mosaical - Deut. 4:2; Psalm 119:60; Prov. 30:5-6

 Christian - Matt. 4:4; Rev. 22:18-19



Every Passage Is Consistent With 

All Other Scripture

To take a passage of scripture and give to 
it an interpretation which contradicts some 
very clear teaching of the Bible is to fail to 
realize that one passage must harmonize 
with every other.

Any interpretation or understanding that 
contradicts any other passage of scripture 
must be considered suspect.



“Having been born again, not of 

corruptible seed but incorruptible, 

through the word of God which 

lives and abides forever, 24 

because All flesh is as grass, And 

all the glory of man as the flower 

of the grass. The grass withers, 

And its flower falls away, 25 But 

the word of the LORD endures 

forever. Now this is the word 

which by the gospel was preached 

to you” (1Peter 1:23-25).


