
“Even His Brothers Did 

Not Believe”

John 7:1-9 



John 7:1-9 
“After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He did not want 

to walk in Judea, because the Jews sought to kill Him. 2 Now 

the Jews' Feast of Tabernacles was at hand. 3 His brothers 

therefore said to Him, ‘Depart from here and go into Judea, 

that Your disciples also may see the works that You are doing. 

4 For no one does anything in secret while he himself seeks to 

be known openly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the 

world.’ 5 For even His brothers did not believe in Him. 6 Then 

Jesus said to them, ‘My time has not yet come, but your time is 

always ready. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me 

because I testify of it that its works are evil. 8 You go up to this 

feast. I am not yet going up to this feast, for My time has not 

yet fully come.’ 9 When He had said these things to them, He 

remained in Galilee.”



Unbelievers

• In His own nation

– John 1:11 - “He came to His own, and His own 

did not receive Him.”

• Among His disciples

– John 6:66 - “From that time many of His disciples 

went back and walked with Him no more.”



His Brothers Did Not Believe 

• Matt. 13:55 - “Is this not the carpenter's 
son? Is not His mother called Mary? And His 
brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas?”

• John 7:5 - “For even His brothers did not 
believe in Him.”

• Mark 3:21 - “But when His own people 
heard about this, they went out to lay hold of 
Him, for they said, He is out of His mind.”



His Brothers Did Not Believe 

• Psalm 69:8 - “I have become a stranger to 

my brothers, And an alien to my mother's 

children”

• Acts 1:14 - “These all continued with one 

accord in prayer and supplication, with the 

women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 

with His brothers.”



Why They Did Not Believe 

• Blinded by familiarity 

– Matt. 13:54-58 - “And when He had come to His own 

country, He taught them in their synagogue, so that they 

were astonished and said, ‘Where did this Man get this 

wisdom and these mighty works? 55 Is this not the 

carpenter's son? Is not His mother called Mary? And His 

brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? 56 And His 

sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this Man 

get all these things?’ 57 So they were offended at Him. But 

Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is not without honor except 

in his own country and in his own house.’ 58 Now He did 

not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief.”



Why They Did Not Believe 

• Blinded by familiarity 

– John 4:44 - “For Jesus Himself testified that a 

prophet has no honor in his own country.”



Why They Did Not Believe

• Blinded by envy 

– Matt. 12:46-47 - “While He was still talking to the 

multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers 

stood outside, seeking to speak with Him. 47 

Then one said to Him, ‘Look, Your mother and 

Your brothers are standing outside, seeking to 

speak with You.’ 48 But He answered and said to 

the one who told Him, ‘Who is My mother and 

who are My brothers?’ 49 And He stretched out 

His hand toward His disciples and said, ‘Here are 

My mother and My brothers!’”



Why They Did Not Believe

• Blinded by preconceptions

– John 6:15 - “Therefore when Jesus perceived that 

they were about to come and take Him by force to 

make Him king, He departed again to the mountain by 

Himself alone.”

– John 7:2-4 - “Now the Jews' Feast of Tabernacles 

was at hand. 3 His brothers therefore said to Him, 

‘Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your 

disciples also may see the works that You are doing. 

4 For no one does anything in secret while he himself 

seeks to be known openly. If You do these things, 

show Yourself to the world.’”



Lessons One Must Learn 

• Do not let familiarity block the truth

– Phil. 1:15-18 - “Some indeed preach Christ 

even from envy and strife, and some also 

from good will: 16 The former preach Christ 

from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing 

to add affliction to my chains; 17 but the latter 

out of love, knowing that I am appointed for 

the defense of the gospel. 18 What then? 

Only that in every way, whether in pretense or 

in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I 

rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.”



Lessons One Must Learn

• Do not let envy get in the way of truth

– Acts 13:45 - “But when the Jews saw the 

multitudes, they were filled with envy; and 

contradicting and blaspheming, they opposed 

the things spoken by Paul.”



Lessons One Must Learn

• Do not let preconceived notions hinder 

understanding the truth

– Acts 17:11 - “These were more fair-minded 

than those in Thessalonica, in that they 

received the word with all readiness, and 

searched the Scriptures daily to find out 

whether these things were so.”



How They Came To Believe 

• Jesus' brothers eventually became disciples. 

They were with the apostles after the Ascension.

– Acts 1:12-14 - “Then they returned to Jerusalem from 

the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

Sabbath day's journey. 13 And when they had 

entered, they went up into the upper room where they 

were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip 

and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the 

son  of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas 

the son of James. 14 These all continued with one 

accord in prayer and supplication, with the women 

and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.”



How They Came To Believe 

• Jesus' brothers eventually became disciples

– James, the Lord's brother, became an elder in the 

church at Jerusalem 

– Acts 12:17 - “But motioning to them with his hand 

to keep silent, he declared to them how the Lord 

had brought him out of the prison. And he said, 

Go, tell these things to James and to the 

brethren.”



How They Came To Believe 

• Acts 15:13 - “And after they had become silent, 

James answered, saying, Men and brethren, 

listen to me…’”

• Acts 21:18 - “On the following day Paul went in 

with us to James, and all the elders were present”

• Gal. 2:9 - “When James, Cephas, and John, who 

seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that had 

been given to me, they gave me and Barnabas 

the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to 

the Gentiles and they to the circumcised”



How They Came To Believe 

• Jesus' brothers eventually became disciples

• James and Judas wrote epistles 

– James 1:1 - “James, a bondservant of God and of 

the Lord Jesus Christ”

– Jude 1 - “Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, 

and brother of James, To those who are called, 

sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in 

Jesus Christ”

• According to history, James and Jude were 

martyred for the faith; James was beaten to 

death with a fuller’s club after being stoned, and 

Jude was hacked to death with a sword. 



How They Came To Believe

• What made them believe?

– The resurrection of Jesus from the dead

• He appeared to James 

– 1Cor. 15:6-7 - “After that He was seen by over 

five hundred brethren at once, of whom the 

greater part remain to the present, but some 

have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen 

by James, then by all the apostles.”



It Is Possible For One To Find The 

Gospel Account Hard To Believe

• A man who...

– Was born of a virgin?

– Was the Son of God?

– Walked on water?

– Calmed storms?

– Fed thousands with a lad’s lunch?

– Healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, raised 
the dead?

– Arose from the dead? 



There Is A Good Reason To 

Believe This Incredible Story 

• Acts 1:3 - “To whom He also presented Himself 

alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, 

being seen by them during forty days and speaking 

of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.”

• Acts 10:39-40 - “And we are witnesses of all things 

which He did both in the land of the Jews and in 

Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree. 

40 Him God raised up on the third day, and 

showed Him openly”



Explain The Transformation Of 

Jesus' Brothers 

• "If the disciples were totally disappointed and on 

the verge of desperate flight because of the very 

real reason of the crucifixion, it took another very 

real reason in order to transform them from a 

band of disheartened and dejected Jews into the 

most self-confident missionary society in world 

history." (Pinchas Lapide, former Chairman of the 

Applied Linguistics Department at Israel's Bar-Iland 

University, TIME, May 7, 1979) 



The Unbelief Of Jesus' Brothers 

Serves As A Warning 

• Jude 20-21 - “But you, beloved, building 

yourselves up on your most holy faith, 

praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep 

yourselves in the love of God, looking for 

the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 

eternal life.”


