
Resolutions of the Apostle Peter 
(Compiled by Paul R. Blake) 

 
Texts: 1Peter 1:6-7, 14-15, 2:21-25, 3:15-17,  4:12-16 
Introduction: 
     A. These are the words of a man who knew and fully understood the problems of: 
          1. Suffering, 
          2. Being ashamed of the gospel, 
          3. And the power of Satan 
     B. How did Peter become so wise? 
          1. By making a lot of mistakes, correcting them, and learning from them 
          2. “Experience is the best teacher, but only the worst students need the  
      best teacher.”  
   a. Julius Caesar recorded the earliest known version of first part of  
       this proverb, “Experience is the teacher of all things” (De Bello  
       Civili, 52 B.C.) 
   b. Jordan Peterson, Canadian psychologist added the second half 
         3. “Everyone makes mistakes” is a cliché that galls me. It is a misguided  
      attempt to justify the mistake. 
          4. The only acceptable mistake is one that we correct and learn from. 
          5. This is what makes Peter's stumbles so valuable to him and to us; his  
      mistakes show us how to trip over our feet, fall face first in the mud, and 
      come up with a handful of gold. 
 
I. MATTHEW 16:13-17 - RIGHT ANSWER, WRONG SOURCE 
     A. Revelation, insight, and wisdom come from God, not man. 
     
II. MATTHEW 16:21-23 - RIGHT FEELING, WRONG VIEWPOINT 
     A. It is good to feel love for another, but we shouldn't let our love cloud our  
      understanding of what God truly wants. 
          1. Learn to accept God's plans and commands regardless of whether or  
      not we think they will work. 
 
III. MATTHEW 17:1-5 - RIGHT ATTITUDE, WRONG ACTION 
     A. Sometimes we feel nearly overwhelmed with desire to do something for the  
      Lord's cause. It does not justify going beyond what God has commanded. 
          1. Some make adjustments to God's word in order to do His work. 
          2. What would have happened if Noah had changed God's orders? 
 
IV. JOHN 18:3-11 - RIGHT BATTLE, WRONG WEAPON 
     A. Christ was in a war, but it was to be fought by dying, not by killing - John 18:36 
          1. In His death, he defeated His slayer and saved His people. 
 
V. MATTHEW 26:69-75 - WRONG PLACE, WRONG WORDS 
     A. Peter's place was at the Lord's side; John said he followed at a distance. 



          1. Peter should have been with the Lord's people; instead he was with the  
      Lord’s opponents. 
  2. Notice how Peter made a bad situation worse. 
   a. He distanced himself from the Lord 
   b. Consciously or unconsciously, he gathered with the Lord’s  
       opponents 
   c. He denied the Lord in the presence of others and then moved  
       away from them toward the gate 
   d. He denies a second time in their presence with an oath when a  
       girl points him out to others 
   e. They draw conclusions from the first two girls’ charges as well as 
       from Peter’s accent, and he becomes verbally violent 
          2. Peter should have been standing next to Christ in support; instead he  
      denied Him from a distance. 
     B. Now, before we start criticizing Peter, can anyone here claim to have never  
      done something similar? 
 
VI. GALATIANS 2:11-14 - WRONG SPIRIT, WRONG INTEREST 
     A. Prejudice against individuals because of race or nationality is inexcusable. 
          1. Our treatment of individuals should be based on their own words and  
      actions and on our love for all of humankind, regardless of race, origin,  
      socio-economic condition, nationality, or party affiliation. 
     B. Peter not only showed prejudice, he showed a prejudice he did not truly feel. 
          1. He behaved with prejudice toward the Gentiles because the company  
      he was keeping was bigoted. 
          2. What could he have accomplished with his influence?! 
 
VII. 2PETER 3:15-16 - RIGHT HEART, RIGHT STATEMENT 
     A. He did not hold a grudge against Paul. 
          1. He recognized truth when he heard it. 
          2. He blamed ignorance and offense on the ignorant and offended 
          3. He then commended the most disliked and controversial of the apostles 
      to the entire world for all of time. 
 B. Do you see the long term effects of the Lord’s patience with Peter? 
  1. 1Thes. 5:14 - This does not justify their errors, nor does it allow others  
      to ignore the sins. 
  2. It instruct the mature to bear with, pray for, and help develop them until  
      they come to maturity, just as the Lord did with Peter. 
 
Conclusion: 
     A. Yes, Peter made mistakes; but he corrected them and learned from them. 
          1. Peter never denied that he made a mistake and never tried to   
      rationalize away his mistakes; he simply repented of them. 
     B. Luke 22:31-34 - Are you, as a Christian, converted? 
  1. May we come to be mature in the faith, just as did Peter. 


