
“Have I Ever Spoken A Word?” 
(Compiled by Paul R. Blake, 02/01/02 Tomlinson Run) 

 
Introduction:  2Samuel 7:1-13    
  A. 2Sam. 7:1-2 
    1. In times of peace, David's thoughts turned to building for God 
    2. Commendable for David; this is why he stands out from most men...  
      serving God occupies his quiet moments. 
  B. 7:3 - It’s such a good idea; he secures permission from a known prophet    
    1. When Nathan hears of it, he readily grants permission; he assumed  
      God would approve.        
 C. A positive Old Testament account of loving and serving God, and of        
      loving and working together as His children.         
    1. A godly man - Acts 13:22.         
    2. Driven by admirable motives: God should come first and have   
      the best.  
    3. Developed an excellent idea.         
    4. Granted permission by a known prophet of God.     
  D. Wouldn't it be nice to end this story with: “and God was pleased, and        
      they all lived happily ever after”? 
 
I. THEN THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO NATHAN...  
   (It’s often a good idea until someone asks, "But, what does the Bible say?") 
  A. Nathan had failed to ask God before giving his approval to David.     
  B. 7:4, 6 - I have been content with the tent until now, and have not needed a  
      cedar house.  
 C. 7:5 - Who is David to build My house? 
  D. 7:7 - Have I ever spoken a word to anyone in Israel asking for a cedar house? 
    1. Principle of "speak where the Bible speaks..." 
  E. 7:8-9 - I built & established you; I do not need you to build Me a cedar house 
  E. 7:10-11 - When I want a house build, I will decide when and where.     
  F. 7:12-13 - I have already made plans and chosen a builder for My house. 
 
II. THEN KING DAVID SAID... 
  A. Had God been too harsh with David?         
    1. After all, David did everything right:  good man with a good heart has  
      good idea moved by good intentions, and approval from a known and  
      respected religious leader. 
    2. That has been the criteria for most of religious innovation since the  
      beginning of time on earth - Matt. 17:4-5 
    3. It didn't please God then. How can man possibly think that it will         
      please Him now? “Have I ever said a word?” 
  B. David's answer:         
    1. 7:18-19 - “Who am I, Lord, that you have blessed me with a house?” 
      a. I'm just a small man, and You are God. My goodness is         
       humbled by Your great goodness to me - Isa. 64:6; Luke 17:10        



    2. 7:20-21 - “What can I say? It is wonderful that you privileged me with 
            knowing Your plans.”       
      a. 2Tim. 3:15-17; 2Peter 1:4         
    3. 7:22-24 - “You are great to have made us Your chosen people.”            
      a. “You chose us (not vice versa); therefore, we will follow You” 
   b. 2Peter 2:9                
    4. 7:25-29 - “Your word be true and established in Your house”   
      a. Col. 1:18, 3:17 
 
III. AND CONTEMPORARY MEN REPLY... 
  A. “Let us praise God with voice and instrument” - Col. 3:16 
  B. “Let us establish a holy day to honor the birth of His Son” - 1Cor. 11:23 
  C. “In addition to preaching the gospel to every creature, let us feed, clothe, and 
            entertain them” - Eph. 4:11-12; Out of character - John 6:26; 1Cor. 11:22 
  D. “Let us help God clarify His word, by binding those things unrevealed in text,  
      but we think He intended anyway” - 2Peter 1:3; Prov. 30:5-6 
    1. Cain substituted a vegetable offering. 
    2. Nadab and Abihu offered strange fire. 
    3. Even the scripturally powerful, eloquently spoken Apollos was not         
      permitted to retain one doctrinal error. 
 
IV. TO WHICH GOD WOULD SAY TODAY...     
  A. I have been content with _____________ until now, and have not needed 
           __________________.     
  B. Have I ever spoken a word authorizing ____________________?    
  C. I have offered you salvation; I do not need you to _______.    
  D. If I wanted _________________, I would have told you. 
 
V. AND THE ONLY ANSWER WE CAN MAKE...     
  A. Who am I, that You should bless me?     
  B. What can I say? You have given me Your word.     
  C. You are great to have established Your own will.     
  D. May Your own will be accepted in Your house. 
 
Conclusion:     
  A. Regarding improvements on and additions to God's will, we must refrain in  
      spite of:         
  1. How good we may be,         
  2. How pure our motives may be,         
  3. How spiritual the idea may be,         
  4, What great Bible teacher blesses the plan.     
 B. If God hasn't spoken, let no one dare to speak in His place. 


