
Who is Jesus? -- Mediator 
(Compiled by Paul R. Blake) 

Introduction: 
 A. 1Tim. 2:5 - “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men,  
      the Man Christ Jesus” 
 B. From the beginning of time, humankind has consciously or unconsciously  
      longed for a mediator to stand between themselves and God 
  1. Adam and Eve attempted to hide from the presence of God among the  
      trees of the Garden of Eden after falling from God’s favor - Gen. 3:8-10 
   a. They were afraid, and for a good reason. They would have been  
       deeply impressed by the glory and power of whatever form God  
       used to manifest Himself to them in the most ancient days. 
    b. They wanted something to stand between them and God, even if 
       it were only the trees 
  2. Job wanted a mediator to negotiate between him and God - 9:32-33  
   a. Job had an issue with God: Why was God allowing him to suffer  
       as if he were a vile sinner? 
   b. However, he knew that because they were not equals, he   
       needed someone to stand between him and God in the matter 
 C. The history of interaction between God and humankind has been punctuated  
      by a series of Divinely approved intercessors. 
  1. When Abraham returned bloodied by battle, Melchizedek received  
      tithes from Abraham for God and offered blessings on Abraham from  
      God - Gen. 14:19-20 
  2. Elihu answered Job, who, if he listened to the young man, might not  
      have been overwhelmed by the mighty and demanding voice of God -  
      Job 32:8, 38:1 
  3. Moses stood between Israel and God when God wanted to destroy  
      them - Deut. 9 
  4. When Israelites rejoiced over blessings or mourned over sins, they  
      brought their offerings to the priests who offered them to God on their  
      behalf and delivered the Lord’s responses to them. 
  5. At some level, instinctively or cognitively, we need a daysman, an  
      umpire, an intercessor, a mediator between us and Almighty God.  
 
I. WHAT IS A MEDIATOR?  

 A. “One who helps negotiate between two feuding parties. From the Latin word  
      ‘medius,’ which means middle. A mediator is to remain in the neutral middle  
      rather than taking one side over another, in order to help both sides resolve a  
      dispute.” (Vocabulary.com) 
  1. Old Testament: yakach (yaw-kahh') - to be right, correct; reciprocal, to  
      argue; to decide, justify or convict, maintain, plead, reason together…”  
      (Strongs 03198). 
  2. New Testament: mesites (mes-ee'-tace) a go-between, an   
      internunciator, one who shows or describes someone or something  
      clearly and completely; a reconciler, intercessor (Strongs 3316). 



  3. A mediator is one who facilitates reconciliation between parties   
      separated by some matter of difference. 
 B. What conditions mandate mediation? 
  1. Mediation becomes necessary when a controversy arises between two  
      or more parties. If the parties are at peace, a mediator is not necessary. 
  2. An obstacle stands in the way of reconciling their differences on their  
      own. If there is no obstacle in the way, there is no need for a mediator.  
  3. When the relationship between the parties is viewed by one or both  
      parties as unequal. It is necessary for an objective mediator who is  
      trusted and respected by both parties to arbitrate. 
  4. When the spirit of one or both parties prevents their coming together. A  
      mediator restores the reasoning and amenability of the troubled party  
      in the arbitration process.  
 C. What characteristics qualify one to be a mediator? 
  1. He must be a friend to both parties, trusted by both to be objective and  
      concerned for the best interests of the both of them 
  2. He must be completely honest and open in his representation of both  
      parties’ issues and needs 
  3. He must be willing to work diligently and sacrificially to bring about a  
      peaceful resolution to the matter 
 
II. WHY DO BELIEVERS AND FOLLOWERS OF GOD NEED A MEDIATOR?  

 A. For all of the reasons stated above: 
  1. A conflict has arisen between God and humankind; all men sin and all  
      men die - Rom. 3:23, 6:23 
   a. We broke our relationship with God, and God conferred to us the 
       inevitable consequence of that violation. And neither of us can or 
       will do anything about that without mediation. 
  2. Sin is the obstacle that stands between us and God; we do not have the 
      power to remove it; God is too righteous to have fellowship with us in it 
  3. It is not an equal relationship; we are small and fearful, and do not fully  
      trust or understand God’s wisdom, righteousness, and especially love 
   a. God is infinite, all powerful, and all knowing; and, we are not. 
  4. Our spirit toward God and our subjective view of ourselves interferes  
      with our confidence in arbitration. We need a Mediator! 
 B. Why can’t humankind directly address God in these matters? 
  1. 1Sam. 2:25 - “If one man sins against another, God will judge him. But if 
      a man sins against the LORD, who will intercede for him?” 
  2. Ecc. 6:10 - “…he cannot contend with Him who is mightier than he.” 
  3. Isa. 45:9 - “Woe to him who strives with his Maker! Let the potsherd  
      strive with the potsherds of the earth! Shall the clay say to him who  
      forms it, ‘What are you making?’” 
  4. Jer. 49:19 - “…For who is like Me? Who will arraign Me? And who is  
      that who will withstand Me?” 
  5. Rom. 9:20 - “But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God?” 
 



III. WHAT QUALIFIES JESUS TO BE THE MEDIATOR? 

 A. He is trusted by both parties 
  1. He is God - Heb. 1:8; John 1:1-3 
  2. He is man - Heb. 2:9, 17; John 1:14 
 B. He is completely honest and objective 
  1. He is trusted by God - John 12:49-50 
  2. He is trusted by humankind - John 6:68-69 
 C. He loves both parties and has their wellbeing at heart 
  1. He loves the Father and fulfills His will - John 10:30, 4:34 
  2. He loves humankind - John 15:9; Eph. 5:2 
 D. He sacrificed Himself to fulfill His work of mediation 
  1. His life was forfeit for God’s will - Luke 22:42 
  2. His life was forfeit for our salvation - Rom. 5:6-8 
 E. No other being in heaven or on earth exceeded or even approached Christ’s  
      credentials as Mediator between God and humankind 
 
IV. WHAT SERVICES ARE PERFORMED BY JESUS AS MEDIATOR? 

 A. The scriptures speak of multiple facets of the mediatorship fulfilled by Jesus;  
      He is the Mediator of the superior covenant - Heb. 8:6 
  1. It is the covenant that redeemed fallen humankind and reconciled them  
      to God 
  2. It manifested the end of the separation between God and humankind,  
      by destroying the obstacles between them, sin and death 
  3. It was the means whereby He demonstrated His absolute honesty,  
      objectivity, and great love for both the Divine and the fallen 
  4. It supplied Him with a way to prove His willingness to sacrifice all to  
      fulfill His mediatorship 
  5. It is an ongoing work, as He continues to serve as our Intercessor in  
      Heaven until the end of time in this world - Heb. 7:25 
   a. He didn’t return to Heaven to rest; He went back home to work. 
 B. The Mediatorship role of Jesus continues as a great blessing for the saved  
      day and night in all places and times; He is our Mediator in our perseverance,  
      petitions, and prayers. 
  1. 1Tim. 2:5 - There is a connection between the mediation of Christ in our 
      salvation and His mediation in our prayers. We often compartmentalize  
      these two functions; God sees them both as part of the same equation. 
   a. There is a connection between our prayers of confession and our 
       fellowship with God - 1John 1:6-9 
  2. There is a connection between our confidence in our salvation and our  
      confidence in our petitions to God - Heb. 4:14-16 
  3. There is a connection between His advocacy on our behalf with the  
      Father and His intercession for us in our prayers - 1John 2:1; Rom. 8:34 
 C. Heaven is moved when we pray to God aided by Christ’s mediation 
  1. Consider the power of prayers without it - Isa. 37:21; Dan. 9:22-23 
  2. Now imagine the impact in Heaven when we pray with Christ as our  
      Mediator at the right hand of God! 



  3. Every one of our prayers enter into the throne room of God and is  
      actively advocated by our Savior who sits beside the Father in greatest  
      and most glorious place that exists outside or inside of this universe 
 
Conclusion: 
 A. Visualize the throne room of God. Now imagine a non-descript, no name  
      person like me at a small country church in central Florida, offering a prayer  
      for the summer Bible study series here at the church in Lutz. What happens  
      next? That prayer passes from my lips and enters into the throne room of God 
      where the Master and Creator of all things hears and considers it; and, sitting  
      on His right is the Blessed Son of God Who appeals on my behalf to His  
      Father. And that happens every time every child of God in every place words  
      a prayer, whether it be for Divine help with momentous, life changing matters,  
      or a simple “bread and meat and let’s eat, or now I lay me down to sleep.” 
 B. We are the saved children of God who can confidently call on the Almighty in  
      prayer because of the mediatorship of Jesus Christ. Glory to His name! 
 
Invitation:  As Below, So Above 
 The Greek and Roman pagans had a saying: “As above, so below.” It was based 
on their belief that the actions of their gods above impacted the people on the earth 
below. If Zeus got angry, thunderbolts shot out. If Poseidon was upset, the seas 
became stormy. Jesus inverted that. He taught: “As below, so above.” A believer prays, 
and heaven responds. A sinner repents, and the angels rejoice. A good work succeeds, 
and God is glorified. A Christian rebels, and the Spirit is grieved. 
 We often believe these things in the abstract, but seldom appreciate them in. We 
forget that our prayers matter to God, that the choices we make today bring delight or 
grief to the Lord of All. We forget that when we use the gospel to turn a sinner to 
righteousness, we increase the population of heaven by one. What we do here below 
has an eternal impact on heaven above. 
 When we lead a lost soul to Christ, the population of Heaven is increase by one. 
While it is not difficult and it is a delight to do so, God must reserve a reward and 
provide a place for that soul in His home. As below, so above. 
 When we lead an erring brother to repentance, our work of restoring him moves 
God into action, into forgiving him. Without our efforts to help him repent, God will not 
act to forgive. James 5:19-20 - “Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, 
and someone turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of 
his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.” We are means by 
which God performs His will. As below, so above.  


