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Introduction: 
 A. John was given eight extraordinary promises in the Book of Revelation for the  
      one who overcomes. 
  1. Each of these promises confer blessings that can only be received in  
      this world by faith, but are received in the world to come in fullness 
  2. Each of these promises are conditional, contingent on our overcoming  
      the things that 
   a. Rob us of our Christian joy, 
   b. Rattle our faith in the promises of God, 
   c. Remove our hope in eternal life 
  3. There is no question that God will deliver on His promises beyond all  
      expectation of humankind 
   a. The only variable in this equation; the only question that remains  
       unanswered is: Will we persevere and overcome? 
   b. Overcome is from “nikao - to subdue, conquer, prevail, get the  
       victory” (Strongs). Much more than merely surviving! 
 B. To motivate us to overcome, let’s consider the promises of God to those who  
      overcome - 2Peter 1:3-4 
 
I. THE FIRST EXTRAORDINARY PROMISE 

 A. The tree of life - Ephesus - Rev. 2:7 - “To him who overcomes I will give to eat  
      from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” 
 B. The Lord Who promised - Rev. 2:1 - “He who holds the seven stars in His right 
      hand,” and “Who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands” 
  1. He was exactly Who they needed Him to be: the authority and power  
      and the source of all light and wisdom 
 C. Ephesians - Rev. 2-3, 6 
  1. Commendation - For their works, labor and patience; they cannot bear  
      those who are evil, tested and rejected false teachers, and did not grow  
      weary in the work of the Lord 
  2. Criticism - They left their first love 
  3. Correction - Remember and repent 
 D. The promise is: “To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life,  
      which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” 
  1. The Tree of Life confers healing through its leaves and endless life  
      through its fruit; however, the power in this promise is the location of it. 
  2. It is in Paradise while this world stands (Rev. 2:7), and in Heaven after  
      the Judgment (Rev. 22:2) 
  3. In order to eat of the Tree of Life, one must be in Paradise. It is as if the  
      Lord was saying to us what He said to the thief who confessed Him on  
      the cross: “This day you will be with Me in Paradise.” 
  4. I have a vivid memory from childhood of standing under my Dad’s  
      Alberta peach tree on my birthday with the sunlight through the leaves  



      dappling the ground around me and biting into one of the sweetest,  
      juiciest peaches I have ever eaten in my life. 
  5. Now imagine standing in Paradise under the healing leaves of the Tree  
      of Life as the sunlight of the love of God shines through and eating the  
      fruit that fills us with the flavor of eternal life. 
 E. Thinking of that in the middle of spiritual doldrums will help us to overcome it. 
 
II. THE SECOND EXTRAORDINARY PROMISE 

 A. You will not be hurt by the second death - Smyrna - Rev. 2:11 - “He who  
      overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” 
 B. The Lord Who promised - Rev. 2:8 - “The First and the Last” and “Who was  
      dead, and came to life” - They needed a Lord Who had overcome the death  
      they faced daily 
 C. The Smyrnites - Rev. 2:9-11 
     1. Commendation - Work, poverty, and persistence in persecution 
   2. Encouragement - The Lord knows what they are bearing with and how  
      they are bearing with it. Why do we tell our troubles to friends? 
  3. A crown of life is waiting for them; “crown” is not a symbol of royalty, but 
      an award for mastery, as was given to heroic soldiers or Olympic  
      athletes; it is a testimony to all others that they overcame death and  
      were awarded life 
 D. The promise is: “He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death” 
  1. The assurance that they will be exempt from eternal death or separation 
      from God in the Judgment 
  2. This promise is especially important to people who are under   
      persecution, because one often feels very alone in suffering, as if God  
      was far from them - Psalm 22:1-2 
  3. They are being assured that they will never be separated from God 
 E. Thinking about this in the middle of suffering will help us to overcome it 
 
III. THE THIRD EXTRAORDINARY PROMISE 

 A. Hidden manna, a white stone, and a new name - Pergamos - Rev. 2:17 - “To  
      him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will  
      give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one  
      knows except him who receives it.” 
    B. The Lord Who promised  
  1. Rev. 2:12 - “He Who has the sharp two-edged sword” 
  2. He is coming with a word of rebuke that cuts deep 
 C. Commendation - Rev. 2:13 
  1. He knows their works, where they live in the Adversary’s stronghold,  
      and how they remained faithful 
        2. For not denying the faith even when Antipas was killed among them 
    D. Criticism - Rev. 2:14-16 
        1. They are tolerant of brethren who hold a false doctrine of liberty and  
      compromise toward sin 



  2. Repent or face His rebuke and condemnation; tolerance of error is the  
      same as fellowship with error 
 E. The promises are: Rev. 2:17 
  1. “To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat” 
   a. True nourishment for the spirit and soul; like manna: 
   b. It comes from God’s initiative given only to His children 
   c. It fully and deliciously supplies all of our needs for sustenance 
   d. Those who eat of the spiritual manna, do not need or desire the  
       “meats” generated by humankind 
  2. “I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written  
      which no one knows except him who receives it” 
   a. A token of approval and favor from the Lord, often associated  
       with a verdict of innocence, inscribed so as to never be revoked 
   b. A new name implies a new and better status, a promotion or  
       adoption into a family of wealth and power   
 F. When striving against encroaching error, this promise will give us new   
      reserves of energy to overcome discouragement 
 
IV. THE FOURTH EXTRAORDINARY PROMISE 

 A. Power over the nations, a rod of iron, and the morning star - Thyatira - Rev.  
      2:25-28 - “But hold fast what you have till I come. And he who overcomes,  
      and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations;  
      He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the  
      potter's vessels, as I also have received from My Father; and I will give him  
      the morning star.” 
  B. The Lord Who promised - Rev. 2:18 - “The Son of God Who has eyes like a  
      flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass” - Authority and Power 
    C. Commendation - Rev. 2:19 - For their works, love, service, faith, and patience; 
      and the fact that they grew in all of these over time 
 D. Criticism - Rev. 2:20-24 - Tolerated false teachers who encouraged immorality 
  1. Everyone in fellowship with her will be punished without escape 
  2. Those who have not participated with her will not have their troubles  
      increased. He does not promise them a problem free life; as a product  
      of their faithfulness, they will not have to bear with the consequences of  
      sharing in her sins 
 E. The promises are: Rev. 2:25-29  
  1. He will give power over the nations means that they will share in His  
      very visible and eternally decisive vindication over all opposition 
  2. He will give the morning star as the harbinger of the dawn of a new day; 
      it is the promise that the darkness of this world will be eternally ended  
      by the everlasting light of God 
 F. When we are bearing with opposition in the local church by erring disciples  
      who seem to have the upper hand, the promise that their darkness will end  
      and your steadfastness will be illuminated will help us overcome 
 
 



V. THE FIFTH EXTRAORDINARY PROMISE 

 A. White garments, Book of Life - Sardis - Rev. 3:5 - “He who overcomes shall be 
      clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of  
      Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.” 
 B. The Lord Who promised - Rev. 3:1 
  1. “He who has the seven Spirits of God” - Isa. 11:1-2  
   a. The Spirit of the LORD,  
   b. The Spirit of wisdom and understanding 
   c. The Spirit of counsel and might 
   d. The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD 
  2. “And the seven stars” are symbols of His power over the churches; their 
      existence is in the palm of His hand 
  3. He knows everything and has power over everything 
    C. Criticism - Rev. 3:2-3 - They have a name that they are alive, but they are  
      dead, and their works are incomplete  
 D. Commendation - Rev. 3:4 - They have a few faithful members who will walk  
      with Him in white 
 E. The promises are: Rev. 3:5 
  1. White robes are a testimony of innocence; walking with Him means that 
      they will be where He is 
  2. Imagine how good it feels to have someone compliment and commend  
      you to others when being introduced. Now imagine Jesus formally  
      introducing us to God the Father and praising our faithfulness to Him 
 F. When others around us lapse into the despair of spiritual death, the promise  
      that Jesus will introduce us to God will keep us alive 
 
VI. THE SIXTH EXTRAORDINARY PROMISE 

 A. A pillar in the temple of My God - Philadelphia - Rev. 3:12 - “He who      
      overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go  
      out no more. And I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the  
      city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from  
      My God. And I will write on him My new name.” 
  B. The Lord Who promised - Rev. 3:7 
  1. “He who is holy, He who is True” - In a church struggling with   
      hypocrites, it is reassuring that Christ is genuine 
        2. “He who has key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts  
      and no one opens” 
   a. It is ironic that hypocrites often hold the power and are nearly  
       always the most judgmental; it is about power and control    
  3. Reassuring to know Jesus is the One who controls access to Heaven 
    C. Commendation - Rev. 3:8 - They have a little strength! 
  1. I will keep the door open for you and will add my great strength to yours  
     D. The promises are: 
  1. Make him a pillar in the temple of His God, and he shall go out no more 
   a. To be made a permanent and critical part of the structure of the  
       temple of God that cannot be removed 



   b. The temple of Solomon’s doorposts were 65 ton pillars of marble; 
       imagine someone trying to remove them 
   c. Christ makes us a part of the temple of God in heaven, and no  
       one has the power to remove us 
  2. God inscribes His name on us; no man would dare to remove   
      something with the Divine seal of authority on it. 
 E. This promise will help us overcome the hypocrites who try to push us down or  
      cast us out 
 
VII. THE SEVENTH EXTRAORDINARY PROMISE 

 A. Sit with Me on My Throne - Laodicea - Rev. 2:26 - “And he who overcomes,  
      and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations;  
      He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the  
      potter's vessels, as I also have received from My Father; and I will give him  
      the morning star.” 
 B. The Lord Who promised - Rev. 3:14 
        1. “The Amen, the Faithful and True Witness” is what an apathetic and  
      indifferent congregation needs; that is, someone who is definitive,  
      decisive, and determined 
        2. “The Beginning of the creation of God” is what an independent, self- 
      made congregation needs; that is, someone who is the source of all  
      things, including them and their prosperity 
    C. Criticism - Rev. 3:15-20 - Self-satisfied to the point of apathy 
       D. Condemnation - They were content to coast on into heaven 
    E. The promise is: Rev. 3:21-22 - He will sit with Him on His throne; he will share  
      in the glory and power of God 
  1. This unimaginably exceeds any conditions of comfort and security we  
      provide for ourselves in this world 
  2. Remember how good it feels to be asked to sit with someone for whom  
      you hold high regard? How much more so in the throne room of God? 
 F. When fighting apathy in ourselves and others around us, this promise will give  
      us power, by means of anticipating glory, to overcome our lack of inertia 
 
VIII. THE EIGHTH EXTRAORDINARY PROMISE 

 A. Inherit all things as a son of God - Rev. 21:7 - “He who overcomes shall inherit 
      all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.” 
 B. The promises are:  
  1. Everything God has He gives to us: a legitimate place in His house and  
      everything in it forever 
  2. We will share in the nature of God our Father and Jesus Christ our  
      Elder Brother; no longer sons of men a little lower than the angels, but  
      sons of God sharing the glory Christ presently enjoys 
 C. This promise can help us overcome any obstacle, burden, or temptation here. 
 
Conclusion:  Eph. 3:20 



 A. “Whoever overcomes, I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the 
midst of the Paradise of God. Whoever overcomes shall not be hurt by the second 
death. Whoever overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give 
him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except 
him who receives it. Whoever overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I 
will give power over the nations-- He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be 
dashed to pieces like the potter's vessels, as I also have received from My Father; and I 
will give him the morning star. Whoever shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not 
blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father 
and before His angels. Whoever overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My 
God, and he shall go out no more. And I will write on him the name of My God and the 
name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from 
My God. And I will write on him My new name. Whoever overcomes, I will grant to sit 
with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 
Whoever overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My 
son” (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26-28, 3:5, 12, 21, 21:7). 


