
What the Adversary Knows

Matthew 4:1-11

Part One



What Do We Know About The Adversary?

• Devil - “diabolos” - An accuser;  a slanderer

• Satan - “satanas” - An adversary

• He is incredibly intelligent and cunning.

• An opponent who does his homework; who 

studies us and the book by which we live.



What Do We Know About The Adversary?

• He knows the Bible.

– Matt. 4:6 - “For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels 

charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear 

you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’”

– He quoted Psalm 91:11-12

• We are warned to beware of him.

– Eph. 6:11 - “Put on the whole armor of God, that you 

may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”

• He lives to destroy the faith of God’s people.



Knows That God Is And That Jesus 

Christ Is His Son

• Psalm 19:1-3 - “The heavens declare the glory 

of God; And the firmament shows His 

handiwork. Day unto day utters speech, And 

night unto night reveals knowledge. There is 

no speech nor language Where their voice is 

not heard.”

• Psalm 139:14 - “I will praise You, for I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are 

Your works, And that my soul knows very well.”



Knows That God Is And That Jesus 

Christ Is His Son

• Psalm 19:7-11 - “The law of the LORD is perfect, 
converting the soul; The testimony of the LORD is 
sure, making wise the simple; The statutes of the 
LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The 
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening 
the eyes; The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring 
forever; The judgments of the LORD are true and 
righteous altogether. More to be desired are they 
than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also 
than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by 
them Your servant is warned, And in keeping 
them there is great reward.”



Knows That God Is And That Jesus 

Christ Is His Son

• Rom. 1:20 - “For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even His 
eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse.”

• James 2:19 - “You believe that there is one God. You 
do well. Even the demons believe--and tremble!”

• James 1:6-8 - “But let him ask in faith, with no 
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea 
driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man 
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 
he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”



Knows That God Is And That Jesus 

Christ Is His Son

• Heb. 12:12 - “Therefore strengthen the hands 

which hang down, and the feeble knees.”

• Heb. 10:38-39 - “Now the just shall live by 

faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul has 

no pleasure in him. But we are not of those 

who draw back to perdition, but of those who 

believe to the saving of the soul.”



Knows That God Is And That Jesus 

Christ Is His Son

• Acts 2:36-37 - “Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know assuredly that God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ. 
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?”

• Heb. 3:18-19 - “And to whom did He swear that 
they would not enter His rest, but to those who 
did not obey? So we see that they could not 
enter in because of unbelief.”



Knows That God Is And That Jesus 

Christ Is His Son

• 1Peter 2:6-8 - “Therefore it is also contained in the 
Scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, 
elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will 
by no means be put to shame. Therefore, to you 
who believe, He is precious; but to those who are 
disobedient, The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone,  and A stone of 
stumbling And a rock of offense. They stumble, 
being disobedient to the word, to which they also 
were appointed.”

• Satan knows there is a God and that Jesus is His 
Son; and, he acts on it.



Knows That Religion Is Not Enough

• Cornelius was religious. 

– Acts 10:2 - “A devout man and one who feared God 

with all his household, who gave alms generously to the 

people, and prayed to God always.”

• Yet he had to obey the Gospel in order to be saved. 

– Acts 11:14 - “Who will tell you words by which you and 

all your household will be saved.”

• Ethiopian treasurer was very religious, but he was 

not saved until he obeyed the Gospel. 

– Acts 8:36 - “And the eunuch said, ‘See, here is water. 

What hinders me from being baptized?’”



Knows That Religion Is Not Enough

• Matt. 7:21-23 - “Not everyone who says to Me, 
'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many 
will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your 
name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 
And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; 
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'”

• 2Thes. 1:7-8 - “And to give you who are troubled 
rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire 
taking vengeance on those who do not know God, 
and on those who do not obey the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”



Knows That Religion Is Not Enough

• Satan doesn’t mind if we are religious.

– Matt. 23:28 - “Even so you also outwardly appear 

righteous to men, but inside you are full of 

hypocrisy and lawlessness.”

– Matt. 23:15 - “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one 

proselyte, and when he is won, you make him 

twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.”



Knows That Religion Is Not Enough

• He knows that we will be lost if our religion 

does not conform to the word of God.

– 1Peter 4:11 - “If anyone speaks, let him speak as 

the oracles of God.”

– Col. 3:17 - “And whatever you do in word or deed, 

do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 

to God the Father through Him.”



Knows The Power Of The Gospel

• Rom. 1:16 - “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the 
Jew first and also for the Greek.”

• 1Cor. 1:18, 21 - “For the message of the cross 
is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God… 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world through wisdom did not know God, it 
pleased God through the foolishness of the 
message preached to save those who believe.”



Knows The Power Of The Gospel

• Isa. 55:10-11 - “For as the rain comes down, 

and the snow from heaven, And do not return 

there, But water the earth, And make it bring 

forth and bud, That it may give seed to the 

sower And bread to the eater, So shall My 

word be that goes forth from My mouth; It 

shall not return to Me void, But it shall 

accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper 

in the thing for which I sent it.”



Knows The Power Of The Gospel

• Changes vilest of men into saints; can you 

name something else that can do it?

– Saul of Tarsus, chief of sinners (1Tim. 1:15) into…

– Apostle Paul, chief among Christ’s servants    

(1Cor. 15:10)

• The Adversary is terrified of what that power 

can do to you.


