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“Did we land or were we shot down?”
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• 2 Kings 1:2-4

• 2 Now Ahaziah fell through the lattice 
of  his upper room in Samaria, and was 
injured; so he sent messengers and said 
to them, “Go, inquire of  Baal-Zebub, the 
god of  Ekron, whether I shall recover 
from this injury.” 

• 3 But the angel of  the Lord said to 
Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise, go up to 
meet the messengers of  the king of  
Samaria, and say to them, ‘Is it because 
there is no God in Israel that you are 
going to inquire of  Baal-Zebub, the god 
of  Ekron?’ 

• 4 Now therefore, thus says the Lord: 
‘You shall not come down from the bed 
to which you have gone up, but you 
shall surely die.’” So Elijah departed.



• 2 Chronicles 16:12

• And in the thirty-ninth year of  his 
reign, Asa became diseased in his 
feet, and his malady was severe; yet 
in his disease he did not seek the 
Lord, but the physicians.



• Isaiah 38:1-3

• 1 In those days Hezekiah was sick 
and near death. And Isaiah the 
prophet, the son of  Amoz, went to 
him and said to him, “Thus says the 
Lord: ‘Set your house in order, for you 
shall die and not live.’”

• 2 Then Hezekiah turned his face 
toward the wall, and prayed to the 
Lord, 

• 3 and said, “Remember now, O Lord, I 
pray, how I have walked before You in 
truth and with a loyal heart, and have 
done what is good in Your sight.” And 
Hezekiah wept bitterly.
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Why interpret 

the presence 

of  death

as the 

absence of  

God?
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“It isn’t your fault.  Today is the first 
day I’ve driven a cab.  I’ve been driving 

a hearse for the past 25 years!”
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• John 11:44 (NLT)

• And the dead man came out, his 
hands and feet bound in grave 
clothes, his face wrapped in a   
head cloth. Jesus told them, 
“Unwrap him and let him go!”







• 1 Thessalonians 4:16 (NLT)

• For the Lord himself  will come down 
from heaven with a commanding 
shout, with the voice of  the 
archangel, and with the trumpet call 
of  God. First, the Christians who 
have died will rise from their graves.
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• God has power over life & death

• Power to restore that which is dead 
to a new life on the other side

• Power to restore that is dead to new 
life on this side as well
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• “I think I can drive the chariot all 
right, Cecil, but I’m not at all sure I 
can actually win the race”

• “Heston, you just stay in the race & 
I’ll make sure you win”



• Philippians 1:6 (NKJV)

• being confident of  this very thing, 
that He who has begun a good work 
in you will complete it until the day of  
Jesus Christ;

• Philippians 1:6 (NLT)

• And I am certain that God, who  
began the good work within you,    
will continue his work until it is 
finally finished on the day when 
Christ Jesus returns.
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