
Five Faithful Sayings

“This is a faithful saying and 

worthy of all acceptance…” 

1Timothy 1:15



A Faithful Saying Worthy Of All 

Acceptance 

• “Faithful” is from “pistos,” meaning:

– trustworthy (Wuest)

– assuredly true (Barnes)

– reliable (Lenski)

• It is not merely that these doctrines form 

part of the faith, but that standing alone 

they are spiritually logical and founded in 

Divine wisdom



A Faithful Saying Worthy Of All 

Acceptance

• “Worthy of all acceptance”

– “Complete acceptance in every way, without 

reservation, without hesitation, without doubt” 

(Lenski)

– “A faithful saying and worthy of all 

acceptance” is a statement that is absolute 

and undeniably true 



Apostle Paul’s Five Faithful Sayings:

• “Christ came into the world to save sinners” -

1Tim. 1:12-16

• “A man who desires the office of bishop desires 

a good work” - 1Tim. 3:1

• “Godliness is profitable for all” - 1Tim. 4:6-11 

• “If we died with Him, we shall also live with Him” 

- 2Tim. 2:8-13 

• “Believers must maintain good works” - Titus 

3:1-8



“Christ Came Into The World To 

Save Sinners”
• 1Tim. 1:12-16 - “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord 

who has enabled me, because He counted me 
faithful, putting me into the ministry, 13 although I 
was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an 
insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it 
ignorantly in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our Lord 
was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love 
which are in Christ Jesus. 15 This is a faithful 
saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of 
whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I 
obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might 
show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who 
are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.”



“Christ Came Into The World To 

Save Sinners”

• Everyone is a sinner in need of salvation 
– Rom. 3:23 - “For all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God”

• Paul needed to be saved from his sins
– Acts 8:1-3 - “Now Saul was consenting to his death. 

At that time a great persecution arose against the 
church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all 
scattered throughout the regions of Judea and 
Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And devout men 
carried Stephen to his burial, and made great 
lamentation over him. 3 As for Saul, he made havoc 
of the church, entering every house, and dragging off 
men and women, committing them to prison”



“Christ Came Into The World To 

Save Sinners”

• Paul needed to be saved from his sins
– Acts 9:1-2 - “Then Saul, still breathing threats and 

murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest 2 and asked letters from him to the synagogues of 
Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, 
whether men or women, he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem.”

– Acts 26:10-11 - “This I also did in Jerusalem, and many 
of the saints I shut up in prison, having received authority 
from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I 
cast my vote against them. 11 And I punished them often 
in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; 
and being exceedingly enraged against them, I 
persecuted them even to foreign cities.”



“Christ Came Into The World To 

Save Sinners”

• The Gospel lifts humble sinners from despair 
– Mark 2:15-17 - “Now it happened, as He was dining in 

Levi's house, that many tax collectors and sinners 
also sat together with Jesus and His disciples; for 
there were many, and they followed Him. 16 And 
when the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eating with 
the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His 
disciples, How is it that He eats and drinks with tax 
collectors and sinners? 17 When Jesus heard it, He 
said to them, Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”



“Christ Came Into The World To 

Save Sinners”
• The Gospel applied to the tender heart of a sinner 

produces a redeemed soul
– Luke 15:1-7 - “Then all the tax collectors and the sinners 

drew near to Him to hear Him. 2 And the Pharisees and 
scribes complained, saying, This Man receives sinners 
and eats with them. 3 So He spoke this parable to them, 
saying: 4 What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he 
loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 
wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he 
finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his 
shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he 
calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 
'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was 
lost!' 7 I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine just persons who need no repentance.”



“A Man Who Desires The Office Of 

Bishop Desires A Good Work”

• 1Tim. 3:1 - “This is a faithful saying: If a man 

desires the position of a bishop, he desires a 

good work.”

• It is a grave and important work 

– Heb. 13:7, 17 - “Remember those who rule over you, 

who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith 

follow, considering the outcome of their conduct. 17 

Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for 

they watch out for your souls, as those who must give 

account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for 

that would be unprofitable for you.”



“A Man Who Desires The Office Of 

Bishop Desires A Good Work”

• It is a challenging and controversial work 

– Titus 1:5, 10-13 - “For this reason I left you in Crete, that 

you should set in order the things that are lacking, and 

appoint elders in every city as I commanded you… 10 

For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and 

deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 

whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole 

households, teaching things which they ought not, for 

the sake of dishonest gain. 12 One of them, a prophet of 

their own, said, Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, 

lazy gluttons. 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke 

them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith”



“A Man Who Desires The Office Of 

Bishop Desires A Good Work”

• It is a rewarding work

– 1Peter 5:1-4 - “The elders who are among you I exhort, I 

who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of 

Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be 

revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, 

serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not 

for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over 

those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 

and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 

crown of glory that does not fade away.”



“Godliness Is Profitable For All”

• 1Tim. 4:6-11 - “But reject profane and old wives' 
fables, and exercise yourself toward godliness. 8 
For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness 
is profitable for all things, having promise of the 
life that now is and of that which is to come. 9 
This is a faithful saying and worthy of all 
acceptance. 10 For to this end we both labor 
and suffer reproach, because we trust in the 
living God, who is the Savior of all men, 
especially of those who believe. 11 These things 
command and teach.”



“Godliness Is Profitable For All”

• 1Peter 2:1-3 - “Therefore, laying aside all 

malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all 

evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes, desire 

the pure milk of the word, that you may 

grow thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted 

that the Lord is gracious.”



“Godliness Is Profitable For All”

• Heb. 5:12-14 - “For though by this time you 

ought to be teachers, you need someone to 

teach you again the first principles of the oracles 

of God; and you have come to need milk and not 

solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of 

milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for 

he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those 

who are of full age, that is, those who by reason 

of use have their senses exercised to discern 

both good and evil.”



“Godliness Is Profitable For All”

• Titus 2:11-14 - “For the grace of God that brings 

salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching 

us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 

we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in 

the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope 

and glorious appearing of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, 

that He might redeem us from every lawless 

deed and purify for Himself His own special 

people, zealous for good works.”



“If We Died With Him, We Shall 

Also Live With Him”

• 2Tim. 2:8-13 - “Remember that Jesus Christ, of 
the seed of David, was raised from the dead 
according to my gospel, 9 for which I suffer 
trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of 
chains; but the word of God is not chained. 10 
Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the 
elect, that they also may obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 
This is a faithful saying: For if we died with 
Him, We shall also live with Him. 12 If we 
endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny 
Him, He also will deny us. 13 If we are faithless, 
He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.”



“If We Died With Him, We Shall 

Also Live With Him”

• “During the past several decades, the church 
experienced little criticism or conflict with the 
world, not because the world is more Christian, 
but because the world and the church are so 
much alike. We long to be loved so much that 
we’ve lost the desire for a distinctly different life. 
Most of us would rather be dead than different.” 
(John Drescher)

• “The church does the most for the world when it 
is least like the world.” (Warren Wiersbe)



“If We Died With Him, We Shall 

Also Live With Him”
• You can’t deny the faith without losing the faith 

– Matt. 10:32-39 - “Therefore whoever confesses Me before 
men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in 
heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, him I will 
also deny before My Father who is in heaven. 34 Do not 
think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come 
to bring peace but a sword. 35 For I have come to 'set a 
man against his father, a daughter against her mother, 
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law'; 36 and 
'a man's enemies will be those of his own household.' 37 
He who loves father or mother more than Me is not 
worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more 
than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And he who does not 
take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 
He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life 
for My sake will find it.”



“If We Died With Him, We Shall 

Also Live With Him”

• Are we willing to endure all things for our own 
salvation? 
– 1Peter 3:13-17 - “And who is he who will harm you if 

you become followers of what is good? 14 But even if 
you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are 
blessed. And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be 
troubled. 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, 
and always be ready to give a defense to everyone 
who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, 
with meekness and fear; 16 having a good 
conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, 
those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be 
ashamed. 17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, to 
suffer for doing good than for doing evil.”



“If We Died With Him, We Shall 

Also Live With Him”

• It is time for revival and re-commitment

– Rom. 12:1-2 - “I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 

service. 2 And do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that you may prove what is that 

good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”



“Believers Must Maintain Good Works”

• Titus 3:1-8 - “Remind them to be subject to rulers and 
authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, 2 to 
speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all 
humility to all men. 3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, 
disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, 
living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. 4 
But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward 
man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through 
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 
whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace we 
should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8 
This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to 
affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should 
be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and 
profitable to men.”



“Believers Must Maintain Good Works”

• The old man of sin is buried and the new 
man of righteousness arises 

– Eph. 4:20-24 - “But you have not so learned 
Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and 
have been taught by Him, as the truth is in 
Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your 
former conduct, the old man which grows 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and 
be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and 
that you put on the new man which was 
created according to God, in true 
righteousness and holiness.”



“Believers Must Maintain Good Works”

• Christians are called to maintain good works and 

avoid evil ones

– Gal. 6:7-10 - “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; 

for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For 

he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap 

corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the 

Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow 

weary while doing good, for in due season we shall 

reap if we do not lose heart. 10 Therefore, as we 

have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to 

those who are of the household of faith.”



“Believers Must Maintain Good Works”

• Our righteousness must excel, not plod 

along toward being adequate 

– Eph. 2:8-10 - “For by grace you have been 

saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, 

lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand 

that we should walk in them.”



These Are Faithful Sayings, Worthy 

Of All Acceptance

• “Christ came into the world to save sinners” -

1Tim. 1:12-16

• “A man who desires the office of bishop desires 

a good work” - 1Tim. 3:1

• “Godliness is profitable for all” - 1Tim. 4:6-11 

• “If we died with Him, we shall also live with Him” 

- 2Tim. 2:8-13 

• “Believers must maintain good works” - Titus 

3:1-8


