
A Godly Man’s Resolve 
(Developed by Paul R. Blake from a sermon by C. D. Plum published June 20, 1940 in 

Gospel Advocate Magazine) 
Introduction: 
 A. C.D. Plum bio and background: Challen Dewey “CD” Plum, of Wheeling, W. 
Va., was born near Elizabeth, W. Va., on June 5, 1898. Six years later the family moved 
to the State of Ohio, and six years later still they moved back into West Virginia, near 
the place of his birth. Brother Plum was baptized into Christ by J. H. Pennell (now 
deceased) during April, 1911. Having access only to the State schools of Ohio and 
West Virginia, he attended them and prepared himself to teach school, which he did for 
five terms. In addition to his teaching school, he was also a licensed embalmer in the 
State of Ohio; but these things he considered only as steppingstones to carry out the 
desire of his boyhood days: preach the gospel of Christ. Brother Plum began to preach 
the gospel at the age of twenty years, during the summer vacation from school work. 
His regular congregational work began at Hundred, WV, where he spent five years. 
Then he moved to Moundsville, WV, where he stayed a little more than ten years. His 
last move for regular work thus far was made January 1, 1938, to 'Wheeling, WV, just 
twelve miles further up the beautiful Ohio River from Moundsville. He has been laboring 
for the Wheeling Church for two years and broadcasting over WWVA. In addition to his 
regular work, Brother Plum has filled preaching appointments in the States of West 
Virginia, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, Michigan, Missouri, 
Kansas, Texas, Oklahoma, Virginia, Alabama, and Mississippi. 
 B. Read: Habakkuk 2:1-3 
 C. Habakkuk is the godly man whose resolve is: 
  1. I will stand 
   a. The prophets are represented as watchmen, standing watch  
       constantly for the comfort, safety, and welfare of the people; and  
       standing at attention to receive inspiration from the Lord 
   b. What I will answer when I am reproved - he knew ahead of time  
       his message would be rejected, and needed to be prepared to  
       respond to rejection 
  2. I will watch 
   a. It is the prophet’s duty to look out on behalf of others and warn  
       them; he cannot make them act on his warning 
  3. I will write 
   a. He that reads, studies, meditates, and prays will understand  
       what relates immediately to his own salvation to the end that he  
       can act on it quickly. 
   b. It is the prophet’s duty to make the message clear; it is the  
       reader’s duty to understand and act on it to his own benefit 
  4. I will wait 
   a. Prophets often retired from society and gave themselves to  
       meditation and prayer waiting on God to hear what He would say 
 D. Christians should stand, watch, write, and wait 
 
 



I. CHRISTIANS SHOULD STAND 
 A. In the faith - 1Cor. 16:13; Eph. 6:13; 1Cor. 15:1-3; 2Tim. 4:6-8 
 B. For the One Church - Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:16 
 C. Together - Isa. 50:8; Rom. 15:6; Mark 3:25; Rom. 8:31 
 D. In defense of the Gospel - Phil. 1:17; Jude 3; Mark 8:38 
 E. In opposition to evil - Rom. 12:9; Heb. 1:9 
 
II. CHRISTIANS SHOULD WATCH 
 A. Because Jesus commands it - Mark 13:37 
 B. It is an apostolic command - 2Tim. 4:5 
 C. Lest Satan should get an advantage - 2Cor. 2:11 
 D. In order to save souls - Ez. 33:7-10; Heb. 13:17 
 
III. CHRISTIANS SHOULD WRITE 
 A. It was a Divine command for prophets and preachers - Ex. 34:27; Luke 1:3;  
      Rev. 21:5; Plus 79 more verses 
 B. All of God’s people should write - Deut. 6:9; Acts 15:20 
 
IV. CHRISTIANS SHOULD WAIT 
 A. In service - Isa. 40:31 
 B. For Christ’s coming - Heb. 9:28; 2Peter 3:9-10 
 C. To be like Him - 1John 3:2-3 


