
Jeremiah: When Preaching the Truth Is a Burden 
(Compiled by Paul R. Blake from multiple sources) 

 
I. BACKGROUND 
 A. Jeremiah - “Yahweh Establishes” 
  1. Son of a Priest  
  2. 42 year ministry prophesying the word of God in the midst of destruction 
      all around him  
  3. Not the most profound (Isaiah) or most difficult to understand (Ezekiel)  
      but the most heroic; never a sign of encouragement.  
 B. Time - 1:1-3 
  1. Kings: Josiah (13th year) the last good king of Israel, Jehoiakim,   
      Jehoiachin, Zedekiah  
  2. Prophets: Huldah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Ezekiel, Daniel  
  3. During the steep moral decline of the nation of Judah. 
 C. Setting 
  1. Judah’s final days  
  2. Forty years of seeing the vision of destruction, hearing the voice of God  
      calling the people to repentance, and no one repenting  
  3. Jeremiah grew up in a "priest’s" city: Anathoth... the son of a priest.  
      Hilkiah was a common name. The High Priest in the days of Josiah was 
      Hilkiah and one day he found a scroll which was a copy of the Law of  
      Moses. Josiah heard it read and began the last great reform in Israel. 
 D. Ray Stedman wrote about Jeremiah, “But the reform was merely transitory, for 
as soon as the king died everything deteriorated again. Jeremiah lived to see Jehoahaz, 
Josiah's son, rule for three months, and then be captured by Egypt and carried away in 
exile. He watched Assyria's might crushed by the power of Babylon. Later, Egypt itself 
was humbled at the Battle of Carchemish, one of the strategic battles of all time, in 605 
B.C. Jeremiah saw the total domination of the world by Babylon under 
Nebuchadnezzar, and at last the invasion of his homeland Judah by the Babylonian 
armies, the surrounding of Jerusalem, the siege of the city, its overthrow, and the 
carrying away into Babylonian captivity of the people of Judah. Jeremiah was left in a 
desolated land, a land utterly ravaged by war. Then, betrayed by politicians, he was 
taken as a captive to Egypt where he died unknown, un-honored, and unsung. Tradition 
tells us he was stoned to death by the very Jews whom he trusted as brothers. Here 
was a man, then, who knew nothing of the outward encouragement of success. He was 
never to see his prophecies of healing and health for the land fulfilled. And yet, despite 
all this, he was absolutely faithful to the call of God. The heroism and courage of this 
man is tremendously remarkable to behold. This book has become a source of great 
encouragement to the weary heart.” 
 E. The quintessential Jeremiah text - Jer. 18:1-13 - A visit to the potter’s house. 
 
II. JEREMIAH’S CALL 
 A. Jer. 1:4-5 - Note the pronouns: “I and You” 
  1. In judgment it is just "I and you"  
  2. When "I" is God it doesn’t matter who the "you" is 



 B. Note what God did for Jeremiah: “I formed you, I knew you, I sanctified you,  
      and I ordained you 
 C. Note when God did these things: "Before... formed... in the womb"/ "Before  
      you were born..."  
  1. "History tells us that the mother of Sir Walter Scott loved poetry and art. 
It is no wonder that he followed his mother's loves in this way. The mother of Lord Byron 
was hot-tempered, proud, and violent. The mother of Napoleon Bonaparte was 
ambitious for herself and her children. The mother of John and Charles Wesley was a 
godly and devout woman, with great executive ability -- and, having nineteen children, 
she needed it! But God prepares for a child long before that child is born." 
 
III. JEREMIAH’S RESPONSE 
 A. Jer. 1:6 - I cannot speak; I am a youth 
  1. God gives nine "I’s" to Jeremiah’s 2  
  2. God is God and we are His creation. Jeremiah’s “I’s” look so small next  
      to God’s. 
  3. Jeremiah was probably about 21 to 30 years old; “no one will listen to  
      me because of my age” - Matt. 11:25 
 
IV. GOD’S RESPONSE 
 A. God’s Instructions - "Don’t say, ‘I am a youth.’" 
  1. Whatever our excuse is, don’t repeat it; the more often we say it, the  
      more we tend to believe it 
  2. Say what I command you to say; don’t speak of yourself but from me  
  3. Don’t be afraid of their faces; when we focus on our inabilities or the  
      abilities of others, we flounder and fail  
 B. God’s Promise - Jer. 1:7-8 
  1. You will go to whom I send you 
   a. i.e. I am responsible for where you are going  
   b. i.e. I am responsible for who you speak to 
  2. I am with you to deliver you 
 C. God’s Anointing (giving Jeremiah the power to accomplish the task) 
  1. The Lord put forth His hand and touched my mouth - Jer. 1:9 
   a. Whatever your inability is will be transformed by the touch of God  
   b. 2Cor. 12:7-10  
  2. Behold I have put my words in your mouth - Jer. 1:10 
   a. God’s words in our mouth is what it is about, not man’s words  
 D. God’s Symbols - Jer. 1:11-19 
  1. The almond branch: in Hebrew "The Watcher"; "I’m watching over my  
      word"; a symbol of new hope and new life for Israel  
  2. The boiling pot: symbol of the destruction of Israel  
  3. Reason for the destruction: 
   a. burning incenses before other gods  
   b. worshipping the works for their own hands, the rise of humanism. 
  4. Jer. 2:13 
 



V. THE BURDEN OF THE WORD OF THE LORD 
 A. 13 times Isaiah called the message he was called to preach “the burden” 
 B. Five other prophets called it the same. 
 C. “The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi” (Mal. 1:1). 
 D. These men understood three things: 
  1. It is a burden because it is the Word of the Lord. The preacher must first 
      make it his conviction. True preaching is artesian, it wells up from the  
      depths of the soul. 
  2. The Word of God is a burden in the delivery of it. He knows it will cause  
      pain to the hearers.  
   a. It is the rebuke of sin. 
   b. It attacks human pride. 
   c. It conflicts with human wisdom. 
   d. It separates family and friends. 
  3. When we have preached the Gospel, the souls of men will be a   
      perpetual burden to us. The heaviest burden is that which concerns  
      the future. We are heavy at heart for the many who will not turn to God,  
      but persist in destroying their own souls. 
 E. But the burden is carried by preachers for the sake of the few who will be  
      saved 
  1. “Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice  
      and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all” (Phil. 2:17). 
  2. “And I will very gladly spend and be spent for your souls” (2Co 12:15). 


