
Five Great Facts of Life 
(Compiled by Paul R. Blake from multiple sources) 

 
Introduction:  James 4:13-16 
 A. We live life at a whirlwind pace. 
  B. Under these conditions it is so easy to be completely consumed with the  
      everyday business of living. If we had 30 hours in a day, it wouldn’t be   
      enough. We would find a way to fill that time, too. 
  C. We become so engaged in the process of living our lives and trying to take  
      care of things, we forget about the fundamental matters of life; the things that  
      are of real and lasting value, the things that are truly important. 
  D. In the words of Dwight David Eisenhower: “I have found that the most urgent  
      things in life are rarely important and that the most important things in life are  
      rarely urgent.” 
 E. Five Great Facts of Life: An understanding and appreciation of these five great 
      facts from a Biblical perspective should help us prioritize our lives so that the  
      truly important and essential elements of life do not “slip through the cracks”. 
  
I. LIFE IS BRIEF 

 A. Even if we live more than 100 years, our lives would still be brief.  
   1. Job 7:6, 14:1-2; Psalm 90:1-12  
 B. In view of the fact that life here on earth is short, we need to take advantage  
      of the time we have.  
  1. Rom. 13:11-14; Eph. 5:14-16; Acts 24:25 
 C. We must make time to consider how short life is and never take one moment  
      of life for granted, but strive to live in harmony with God’s will. 
  
II. DEATH IS CERTAIN 

 A. Most men know this intellectually, but not spiritually. 
  1. “Tis impossible to be sure of anything in this world but death and taxes.” 
      (Christopher Bullock, The Cobbler of Preston, 1716) 
   2. “And come he slow, or come he fast, It is but death who comes at last.”  
      (Walter Scott) 
 B. In spite of this, some men tend to live their lives as if they will live forever. 
   1. An 88 year old man tried to borrow money with a 30-year note. 
  2. Mildly amusing, but many travel through life “whistling past the   
      graveyard” trying to ignore the inevitable. 
   3. “Death is a friend of ours; and he that is not ready to entertain him is not 
      at home.” (Francis Bacon) 
  C. The Bible teaches otherwise - Heb. 9:27; Ecc. 7:2 
 D. Death is the great equalizer. Death does not regard wealth, influence,    
      education, social standing, or appearance. Death is the sure and certain fate  
      of all men. 
   1. “As men, we are all equal in the presence of death.” (Publilius Syrus) 
 
 



III. JUDGMENT IS SURE 

  A. Everyone will be at the judgment - Matt. 25:31-32; Rev. 20:12-13 
  B. It is one appointment no one will miss - 2Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:11-12 
  C. Judgment will be just - 2Tim. 4:7-8; Rom. 2:5-10 
  D. Judgment will be by God’s word - John 12:48; Rom. 2:16  
  E. Judgment will be final - 2Thes. 1:7-9 
  F. How should one deal with this great fact of life? - Ecc. 12:13-14; 2Cor. 5:10-11 
  
IV. ETERNITY IS LONG 

 A. Did you ever stop to contemplate how long will eternity be? 
   1. We often use the word casually: “I had to wait in the check-out line for  
      an eternity.” “I haven’t been to Fred’s house in forever.” 
   2. Even Webster has trouble defining eternity: “infinite time” (an oxymoron) 
 B. Consider the vastness of eternity: after the passage of a hundred years, a  
      thousand years, million years, a billion years, or a trillion years, there are no  
      fewer days to spend in eternity than when we started. It doesn’t end. 
 C. Has it occurred to you that you are going to live forever? We are born never to 
      die - Matt. 25:31-46; Mark 9:43-48 
 D. Are you ready to be ushered into eternity when you die? The question is not,  
      will it really happen, but rather are you ready for it to happen? 
  
V. PREPARATION IS NECESSARY 

 A. Everything we purpose to achieve in life requires preparation of some sort. 
   1. Job, garden, meal, building a house  
  B. But, when it comes to eternity most folks believe everyone goes to heaven  
      regardless of whether they’ve prepared for it or not.  
  1. How many funerals of non-Christians have you attended where it was  
      not said, “At least he or she is now in a better place”? 
  C. Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people. 
   1. We are saved by grace through faith - Eph. 2:8-10 
   2. But it is not a passive faith - James 2:20-26; Heb. 5:9 
  3. Preparation is individual - 2Cor. 5:10; Phil. 2:12 
   4. There is only one time to prepare - 2Cor. 6:2 
  
Conclusion: 
 A. Life is brief 
  B. Death is certain 
  C. Judgment is sure 
  D. Eternity is long 
  E. Preparation is necessary 
 F. Do you understand the five great facts of life?  
 G. Are addressing them or trying to ignore them? 


