
The Riddles of King Agur 
(From Mark Copeland) 

 
Introduction: 
 A. In the prologue of Proverbs - Prov. 1:6 
  1. According to the Preacher's Commentary: “Proverbs that begin with  
      clusters of questions may be classified as riddles, may be some of  
      the numerical sayings in chapters 6 and 30” (see Prov. 23:29-30; 30:4) 
  2. The more picturesque riddles are the numerical sayings of King Agur 
  3. Prov. 30:1… “Agur, Jakeh, Ithiel, and Ucal are the names of persons  
      who did exist, but of whom we know nothing but what is here   
      mentioned. Agur seems to have been a public teacher and ruler, and  
      Ithiel and Ucal to have been his students; and what he delivers to them  
      was done by prophesy. It was what the prophets generally term massa,  
      an oracle, something immediately delivered by the Holy Spirit for the  
      benefit of man.” (Adam Clarkes Commentary) 
 B. These "riddles" that we've considered are not always easy to understand 
     1. The Hebrew word actually means dark saying or hard question  
      (KJV, ASV) 
     2. Scholars vary quite a bit in their interpretation and application of these  
      riddles, but for the most part, they offer illustrations and lessons   
      teaching wisdom on human behavior and moral truths 
 
I. FOUR CLASSES OF EVIL DOERS 
 A. Those that despise their parents - Prov. 30:11, 17, 20:20 
 B. Those that are blind to their faults - Prov. 30:12, 21:2 
 C. The arrogant - Prov. 30:13, 6:16-17, 21:4 
 D. Those who consume the poor - Prov. 30:14, 22:16 
 E. New Testament application - 2Tim. 3:1-5 
 
II. THINGS NEVER SATISFIED 
 A. The leech that has two daughters: Give and Give! - Prov. 30:15; Ecc. 5:10 
  1. Symbols of covetousness 
 B. The grave - (Sheol, the Hebrew word for the grave) - Prov. 30:16, 27:20 
 C. The barren womb - Prov. 30:16; Gen 30:1 
 D. The earth - Prov. 30:16 - An illustration of insatiable greed 
 E. The fire - Prov. 30:16 
 
III. THINGS THAT ARE A WONDER TO BEHOLD 
 A. The way of an eagle in the air - Prov. 30:18-19 
  1. Things that leave no evidence of their passing make it possible to deny  
      that it passed by 
 B. The way of a serpent on a rock, leaves tracks on the sand, but not on a rock -  
      Prov. 30:19 
 C. The way of a ship in the sea as soon as the waves dissipate - Prov. 30:19 
 



 
 D. The way of a man with a virgin - Prov. 30:19 
        1. In courtship, if he does not take advantage, she remains a virgin, and  
      there is no evidence that he courted her should he leave 
  2. The exchange of affection and attraction between them leaves no  
      permanent marks if they later court and marry someone else 
 E. The way of an adulterous woman - Prov. 30:20 
        1. She commits adultery, washes up, and then claims innocence  
 
IV. THINGS THAT CAUSE TURMOIL 
 A. A servant when he reigns is normally not fitting - Prov. 30:21-22, 19:10 
        1. “He becomes arrogant and overbearing, drunk with his new position”   
      (Believer's Bible Commentary)  
        2. Like Jeroboam, this is the rule - Joseph was the exception 
  3. What happens when people who are not trained to handle power are  
      suddenly given more than they have ability to handle properly? 
  4. The two talent servant was not given five talents for a reason 
 B. A fool when he is filled with food - Prov. 30:22 
        1. “His prosperity causes him to be more insolent than ever” (BBC) 
 C. A hateful woman when she is married - Prov. 30:23, 21:9, 19 
        1. “Her wretched disposition would normally have kept her single, but by  
      some fluke, she lands a husband. Then she becomes imperious and  
      haughty, taunting those who are still unmarried.” (BBC) 
 D. A maid servant who succeeds her mistress, who now rules over those who  
      were once her equals - Prov. 30:23 
        1. “She doesn't know how to act with refinement and grace, but is coarse,  
      rude, and vulgar” (BBC) 
 
Conclusion: 
 A. Proverbs offers a form of enlightenment that is delicious to the mind 
  1. Job 34:3; Rom. 15:4; 1Cor. 10:11; 2Tim. 3:16-17 


