
Jeremiah’s Sermon on Backsliding 
(Compiled by Paul R. Blake from multiple sources) 

 
Introduction:  
 A. Jer. 3:12-14 
 B. Backsliding is a process, and as a Biblical expression describes lapses that  
      turn into habits, then into lifestyles. 
          1. Once a habit is established, it’s very hard to break 
          2. Consider recidivism (habitual relapse into crime) rates: 44% of released 
      prisoners were arrested during the first year of release, 68% within 3  
      years, 79% within 6 years, and 83% within 9 years. 
   a. (https://www.nij.gov/topics/corrections/recidivism.aspx) 
     C. There is a reasonable comparison of moral backsliding to prisoner recidivism 
          1. But there is a solution that gets one out of the cycle 
 
I. WHAT IS BACKSLIDING? 
     A. It is faithlessness - Jer. 3:12 
          1. Loss of confidence and trust in God - Heb. 11:6 
          2. Why? Something else has taken His place in one’s confidence and  
      affection. 
     B. It is transgressing against the Lord - Jer. 3:13 
          1. Sin - 1John 3:4 
          2. It is taking what rightfully belongs to God and giving it to someone or  
      something else. 
  3. A man went inside a telephone booth and called a friend. When the  
      friend answered, he kept saying, "I can't hear you; speak louder." All the 
      friend could hear was the sound of the roar of the traffic in the   
      background. He then said, "Shut the door so I can hear you."  
  4. For us to truly hear God's word and be totally committed to Him, we  
      must shut the door to the outside world. Worldly interests and   
      enticements distract us from serving the Lord.  
 
II. HOW DOES GOD VIEW BACKSLIDING? 
     A. Forsaking Him - Jer. 2:13 
          1. Literally “to leave or refuse” communicating that it was an intentional  
      decision - Jer. 2:17; Isa. 1:4-5 
          2. God has not left the backslider; the backslider has left Him - Isa. 59:1-2 
     B. Hewing broken cisterns - cutting water storage into rock with a porous bottom  
      means the water will just run out; there will be no life sustaining water when  
      they go to draw it - a Hebrew idiom for idolatry 
          1. We do this by substituting in place of God anything that we in our  
      foolishness think will satisfy our need for Him 
              a. We tell ourselves that we can handle it as we fall deeper into it. 
              b. We soothe our minds to accept what our spirit knows is wrong. 
          2. The more we do it the less it hurts our conscience, the further we get  
      from God and the more harm we do His cause - Rom. 2:17-24 



     C. Some suppose it is because they may never have been truly converted in the  
      first place - Rom 12:1-2 
  1. I disagree. Backsliding can happen to the best: Peter, Elijah, Moses,  
      Demas, Abraham 
  2. Combine strong temptation with a moment of weakness or a lapse in  
      vigilance, and backsliding often results. 
 
III. HOW DOES GOD CALL THE BACKSLIDER TO RETURN?  
     A. God calls the backslider home by several means - Jer. 3:22; 2Chron. 7:13-14 
 B. The efforts of the church 
          1. It is the responsibility of everyone in a local church  
   a. Heb. 13:17; Gal. 6:1 
          2. When it is discovered that one has wandered, it should be considered a 
      call to action 
              a. James 5:19-20; Heb. 12:12-13 
              b. Daniel Webster: "If we work on marble it will perish. If we work on 
       brass, time will efface it. If we rear temples, they will crumble to  
       dust. But if we work on men's immortal minds, if we imbue them  
       with high principles, with fear of God and love of their fellowmen,  
       we engrave on those tablets something which time cannot  
       efface, and which will brighten and brighten to all eternity."  
     C. The efforts of the backslider 
          1. “Acknowledge your iniquity” - Jer. 3:13 
          2. Facing up to faults is difficult and painful, but necessary for salvation 
   a. Prov. 28:13; 1John 1:9 
              b. Public confession is spiritually therapeutic in that it presses  
       humility on us bringing the realization that we need God’s   
       mercy - Jer. 14:7 
          3. It must be followed by commitment. 
              a. God does not want to be put in a box and compartmentalized! 
                   1) “God’s time is Sunday morning; rest of the week is mine” 
   b. Without a real dedication by the backslider, the likelihood of  
       relapsing is great 
                   1) Matt. 6:33; 1Peter 1:14-15 
 
Conclusion: 
 A. Backsliding is all too common among God’s people - Ez. 33:11 
  1. But as long as you’re drawing breath, it’s not too late 


