


Luke 14:25-33 Now large crowds were going along with Him;

and He turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to Me, and

does not hate his own father and mother and wife and

children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life,

he cannot be My disciple. Whoever does not carry his own

cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. For which

one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit

down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to

complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is

not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him,

saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’

Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in

battle, will not first sit down and consider whether he is

strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one

coming against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the

other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for

terms of peace. So then, none of you can be My disciple who

does not give up all his own possessions.



Here is a paradox: 
Eternal life is a free gift made possible by the 

price Jesus paid on the cross

Romans 5:16 “The gift is not like that which

came through the one who sinned; for on the one

hand the judgment arose from one transgression

resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand

the free gift arose from many transgressions

resulting in justification.”

Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but

the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus

our Lord.”



The gift promised is only to disciples 

of Jesus who follow Him faithfully…

Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples,

“If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must

deny himself, and take up his cross and follow

Me.

Revelation 2:10 Do not fear what you are about

to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some

of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and

you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful

until death, and I will give you the crown of life.



THE LORD’S POINT…

One must… “hate his own father, mother, wife,

children, brothers, and sisters…” or he cannot

be Jesus’ disciple (Luke 14:26).

Jesus isn’t encouraging us to sin
1 John 3:15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer;
and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in
him.

Matthew 24:10 At that time many will fall away and will
betray one another and hate one another.
• Jesus used hyperbole [an exaggerated statement or

claim to make a point, but not meant to be taken
literally]



THE LORD’S POINT…

Jesus punctuates the list of things a disciple

must “hate” with “yes, and even his own life.”

The ultimate cost of discipleship is to have one’s life
taken in times of persecution.
Matthew 26:31–35 Then Jesus said to them, “You will
all fall away because of Me this night… But Peter said
to Him, “Even though all may fall away because of
You, I will never fall away.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I
say to you that this very night, before a rooster crows,
you will deny Me three times.” Peter said to Him,
“Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You.”
All the disciples said the same thing too.



THE LORD’S POINT…

Jesus said that being His disciple requires giving

up all of one’s possessions – Luke 14:33 “So then,

none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all

his own possessions.”

We are only stewards of that which belongs to God.
Psalm 24:1 The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains,
the world, and those who dwell in it.



THE LORD’S POINT…

Jesus said that being His disciple requires giving

up all of one’s possessions – Luke 14:33 “So then,

none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all

his own possessions.”

We should ALWAYS be ready to part with any
measure of our possessions required.
1 Timothy 6:17–19 Instruct those who are rich in this present
world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with
all things to enjoy. Instruct them to do good, to be rich in
good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up
for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the
future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.



The cost of discipleship is 

everything we have, 

everything we are. 

Jesus doesn’t want us to have any

illusions about “cheap grace,” but He

does want us to know that heaven will

be worth whatever price we have to pay.




