- Telling Myself the Truth
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1Corinthians 4:3-5

e “But W|th me it is a very small thing that | should be
judged by you or by a:human court. In fact, | do not
even judge myself. 4 For | know nothing against
myself, yetd am not justified by this; but He'who
judges me isithe Lord. 5 Therefore Judge nothing

before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both
bring to Iight"&he hidden things of darkness and
reveal the'counsels of the hearts. Then each one 'S
praise will comeifrom God.” | -

“The Ancient Greek.saying ‘know thyself’ or gnothl
seauton’ (yvwoL oéqutov) is one of the Delphic
maxims inscribed inithe forecourt of the Temple of
Apollo at Delphi according to Pausanias.” (Wikipedia)




: TeIIing Myself the Truth

. Knowmg ourselves is more important than knowing
others. &
“He who j’gnows others is wise; he who knows himself is
enllghtenéd ” (Lao Tzu) ”
 We cannot afford to lie to ourselves.
“To know yo.“(;rself you must first sacrifice the illusion that
aIready you de (Vironika Tugaleva)
e Itis painful to te I ourselves the truth:

“If most of Us remain ignorant of ourselves, it s because
self knowledge is painful and we prefer the pIeasures of
illusion.” (Aldous Hux/ey)




_Telling Myself the Truth

. Nowh@re is accurate self-knowledge more
important than in our relationship with God
through-"ghe Gospel of Jesus Christ.

* The Goqul demands repentance and
repentancé*reqwres an honest, healthy
conscience.

— Luke 13:3- %Ptell you, no; but unless you repent |
you will all I|keW|se perish.” R
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_Telling Myself the Truth

* 2Car.#/:10 - “For godly sorrow produces
repentance leading to salvation, not to be
regretteq but the sorrow of the world "
produces ﬁeath #

Consuende depends on clear self-knowledge;
con - suencegrom Latin verb conscire; from

con- ‘with’ + seire ‘know’ (ourselves) - (The New
Bible Dictionary, Tyndale Press)
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K',.r)owing Ourselves |s Difficult

* Ingne sense, we know ourselves best.
— 1Cor 12 11 - “For what man knows the things of a
man ex*q:ept the spirit of the man which'isin him?”

* While We may know ourselves best, it is also
true that we are often the poorest judges of

ourselves. sﬁ
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K',.r)owing Ourselves |s Difficult

* We must see ourselves as God sees us.

. God often helps us by sending others to show us
that what’“ﬂwe casually call “mistakes™ are.just as
evil and harmful as the sins others commit.

— David and Nathan 2Sam. 12:1-15
— Peter’s hypoc:‘%llsy Gal. 2:11-14 |




Knowing Ourselves Through Love Of
The Truth

* Our salvation depends on our response to the
truth, "

— 2Thes. 2:9-12 - “The coming of the lawless one is
according ‘fo the working of Satan, with all power,

signs, and Iwng wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous
deception among those who perish, because they did
not receive thélove of the truth, that they might be
saved. 11 And for this reason God will'send them
strong delusion, that they should believe'the lie, 12
that they all may be condemned who did not believe
the truth but had pileasure in unrighteousness.”




Knowing Ourselves Through Love Of
The Truth

. Luke 8 15 - “But the ones that fell on the good
ground are those who, having heard the word
with:a n@ble and good heart, keep it and bear

fruit W|th"bat|ence

- John 8:32 ”*”And you shall know the truth, and
the truth sha‘rél make you free -




Knowing Ourselves Through Love Of
The Truth

* But the truth that we must love is not just
doctrinal truth; itis the whole truth, including
truth abowt ourselves and the sins we'need to

repent. | "iw

— 1John 1:8- ‘ft() “If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we
confess our s%iﬁl\s He is faithful.and just to forgiVe us
our sins and to'cleanse us from all unrlghteousness‘
10 If we say that we have not smned we make Him

a liar, and His word ishot in us.”




Gen. 4:3-13 - “And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain
brought.an offering of the fruit of the ground to the LORD. 4 Abel
also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the
LORD respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect
Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his
countenance fell. 6 So the LORD said to Cain, “‘Why are you angry?
And why hasiyour countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will you
not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door.
And its desire isifor you, but you should rule over it."8 Now Cain
talked with Abelhis brother; and it came to pass, when they were
in the field, that'€ain rose up against Abel his brother and killed
him. 9 Then the LORD said to Cain, ‘Where is Abel your brother?’
He said, ‘I do not knew. Am | my brother's keeper?’ 10 And He
said, “‘What have youidone? The voice of your brother's blood
cries out to Me from the ground. 11 So now you are cursed from
the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's
blood from your hand. 12 When you till the ground;:it shallno
longer yield its strength t@iyou. A fugitive and a vagabond you
shall be on the earth 13 And Cain said'to the LORD, 'My
punishment is greater thanil.can bear!”™ -




Note The Great Contrast In The Attitudes
Of Acts 2:36-41 And Acts 7:54-60

Acts 2:36-41 - ““Therefore let all the house of Israel know
assuredsthat God hasimade this Jesus, whom you
crucified,’both Lord and Christ.” 37 Now when they heard
this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, ‘Men and brethren what shall we
do?’ 38 ThemPeter said to them, Repent and let every
one of you be@aptlzed in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission'of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 39 For theéipromise is to you and to your children,
and to all who aefafar off, as many as the Lord-our God

will call.” 40 And with many other words he testified and
exhorted them, saylng ‘Be saved from this perverse
generation.’ 41 ‘Then those who gladly received his word
were baptized; and*thet day about three thousand souls
were added to them.”




Note The Great Contrast In The Attitudes Of Acts
2:36-41 And Acts 7:54-60

* Acts 7:54-60 - “When they.heard these things they were cut
to the'heart, and they.gnashed at him with their teeth. 55
But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God, 56 and Said, ‘Look' | see the heavens.opened and the
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ 57 Then they
cried out with‘@loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at
him with one aceord; 58 and they cast him out of the city:
and stoned him. And-the witnesses laid down their clothes
at the feet of a yoling man.named Saul. 59 And they stoned
Stephen as he was calllng on God and saying, Lord.Jesus,
receive my sp|r1t 60°Then he knelt down and cried out with
a loud voice, ‘Lord, dofhot charge them wnth th|s sin.’ And
when he had said thls, he fell asleep.”




Knowing Ourselves Through Love Of
The Truth

* In ord'er to be adequately honest with ourselves, we
must w&nt to know the truth of God’s will AND the
truth about ourselves more than anything else.

* The persoriwho loves his preferred seIf-lmage more
than the tru=;Lh about himself will never enter the

kingdom jof God.

— Matt. 3:7-9 - “But when he saw many of the Pharisees
and Sadducee: comlng to his baptlsm he said to them;
‘Brood of vipersWho warned you to flee from the wrath
to come? 8 Therefqre bear fruits worthy of repentance, 9
and do not think to'say to yourselves, “We have Abraham
as our father.” For |'8ay to you that‘God is able to raise up
children to Abraham from these stones.’”




Knowing Ourselves Through Love Of
The Truth

e Jesus’ account of the Pharisee praying in the temple shows
how out of touch with reality we can be when.it comes to
ourselves. %

— Luke 18:9- 14 - “Also He spoke this parableito'some who trusted
in themselve&xt.hat they were righteous, and despised others: 10
‘Two men wentiup-to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the
other a tax colleetor: 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with
himself, “God, | thank You that | am not like other men-- «
extortioners, unju‘%t adulterers, or even as this:tax collector. 12 |
fast twice a week: give tithes of all that | possess.” 13;And the
tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his:
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, “God, be merciful to
me a sinner!” 14 | tell you, this man went down to hishouse
justified rather than thelother; for everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, and he' who humbles himself will be exalted.”




'._',.T"esting Our Self-Knowledge

* Do we pray for help.in seeing ourselves as God
sees us?

— Psalm 1:9 12 - “Who can understand his‘errors?

CIeanse"Fne from secret faults.”
: .;._.'.

Do we thar"tk God in our prayer for friends who
love our sou? .more than they love our
relationship, ho W|II not let us excuse or
ignore our smsﬁ |

— Gal. 4:16 - ”Haye | therefore become your enemy
because | tell you uthe truth?”.




'._',.T.esting Our Self-Knowledge

* Do weapray asking to be set in circumstances
that will. make us see our true character?

— Psalm 1’39'23 24 - “Search me, O God, and know
11", heart Try me, and know my anxieties; 24. And
see if there is any wicked way in me, And lead me
in the way e,verlastmg

— 2Cor. 13:5 - l%xamme yourselves as to whether
you are in the f-alth Test yourselves. Do.you not
know yourselves'e that Jesus Christ is-in you? ==
unless indeed you are disqualified:™




| Testing Our Self-Knowledge

Do we'pray for our secrets to be exposed and are
we happy for the honesty it imposes on us?

— Psalm 5146-7 - “Behold, You desire truth in the inward
parts, And’m the hidden part You will make me to
know Wlsde 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I'shall be
clean; Wash' me, and | shall be whiter than snow.”

e




'._',.T"esting Our Self-Knowledge

* Do wel-.pfray for every fault which we have hidden
from ‘ourselves to'be brought to the light?

— John 3: 19 21 - “And this is the condemnation, that
the light has come into the world, and men loved
darkness ra;ther than light, because their deeds were
evil. 20'For éveryone practicing evil hates the light
and does notl@ﬁome to the light, lest his:deeds should
be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth comes to
the light, that his deeds may be clearly. seen that
they have been dope in God.” '




'._',.T"esting Our Self-Knowledge

* Dowe pray for help in accepting painful truths
about ourselves, so that we can change our ways?

— Psalm 51“‘8 10 - “Make me hear joy and gladness, That
the bones*'“You have broken may rejoice. 9 Hide Your
face from m,y sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 10
Create in me'a clean heart, O God, And renew a,.
steadfast splr@ﬁwlthm me.”

* These questionsimake us uncomfortable but
truth often has that power.

i A




TeIIing Myself the Truth

* God knows us fully.

— Heb. 4‘12 13 - “For the word of God is living and
powerfuil and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing éi/en to the division of soul-and spirit, and
of joints ah,fd marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is
no creature hidden from His sight, butall things are
naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we
must give accounl '




_Telling Myself the Truth

* God will send us brethren who will lovingly
help us see what'is truly going on in our lives.

— 2Tim. 2?*24 26 - “And a servant of the Lord must
not quar’rel but be gentle to all, able to teach,
patient, 2~5 in humility correcting those who are in
opp05|t|on if God perhaps will grant them
repentance, l%o that they may know. the truth 26
and that they may come to their senses and. :
escape the snare of the devil, having been taken
captive by him to do his will.” '




: TeIIing Myself the Truth

c We must never turn away from the truth about

ourselvefs

— 2Tim. 4:8-4 - “For the time will come when they will
not enduf‘e sound doctrine, but according to their
own deswe;s, because theyhave itching ears, they
will heap up for.themselves teachers; 4 and they will
turn their earl% away from the truth, and be turned

aside to fab|es ]




